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Johan Pedersen “John” Grøseth  (1876–1958) 
Notes:  

• FamilySearch.org ID: LDHC-ZKH 

• Johan Anglicized his name to John Pedersen Groset upon immigration to 
the United States in 1905. The Norwegian pronunciation of “ø” is 
somewhere in the middle of a “long-o” and “u”, contains both sound in 
sequence. The Norwegian pronunciation of “th” is much closer to the 
English sound for “t”, than the consonant blend “th”. 

• When Johan was born, his parents may have been in the process of 
moving from Orkdal, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway – his mother’s home town, 
and the place John’s older brother, Edvard, was born, back to Oppdal. 

• The name of the hamlet in which John was born, Furu, translates to 
“Pine” in English. When searching for Furu as a surname one often 
encounters entries for wood related products and services in Norway. 

• John’s father, Peder Eriksen’s, grandfather, Erich Bæraugsen Bøe, had a 
baptism sponsor named Ingebor Furuness (a farm about 10 km west of 
Oppdal), so there may have been blood relatives residing in Furu at the 
time of John’s birth. 

1876 September 29 – Born 
• Birthplace: Furu, Sundalen, Romsdal (now Sunndal, Møre og Romsdal), Norway. See map on page 2. 

• Father: Peder Eriksen Rønningen (1852 Oppdal – 1839 Oppdal) 

• Mother: Andrea Johnsdatter Øien (1847 Orkdal – 1927 Oppdal) 

• Siblings: 
o Edvard (1874 Orkdal, Norway – 1963 Oppdal, Norway) 
o Anna (1879 Oppdal – 1965) 
o Gustav (1883 Oppdal, Norway – 1964 Oppdal, Norway); immigrated to USA, but returned to Oppdal. 
o Marie (1887 Oppdal, Norway – 1982 Washington, USA); immigrated to USA. 
o Einar (1891 Oppdal, Norway – 1974 Oppdal, Norway); immigrated to USA, but returned to Oppdal. 

 

 

Sundalen, Romsdal (now Sunndal, Møre 
og Romsdal), Norway 

The Old Norse form of the name was Sunndalr. 
The first element is sunnr which means 

"southern" and the last element is dalr which 
means "valley" or "dale". Before 1870, the 

name was written Sunddalen (or Sunndalen); 
during the period from 1870–1917, it was 

spelled Sundalen; and since 1918, it has been 
spelled Sunndal. 

Green circle is the location of Hov church. Red 
circle is the location of the Furu gard. 

 
Sundalen is where the River Driva meets 

Sunndal  Fjord; about 35 miles west of Oppdal. 

John Groset - 1941 

 

https://familysearch.org/tree/#view=ancestor&section=details&person=LDHC-ZKH
http://www.groset.net/Genealogy/Peder_Eriksen_Rønningen_1852.pdf
http://www.groset.net/Genealogy/Andrea_Jonsdatter_Øien_1847.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/@62.6729699,8.5626205,15z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/@62.6729699,8.5626205,15z?hl=en&authuser=0
http://www.norgeskart.no/adaptive2/default.aspx?gui=1&lang=2&minX=168854.21875&minY=6961560.9453126&maxX=176893.59375&maxY=6968574.2421876&layers=68&baselayer=100&visibleOLOverlays=avinetBasemap100002,avinetBasemap2
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1876 October 29 – Baptism 
Citation: Møre og Romsdal county, Sunndal, Ministerialbok No. 590A05 (1847-1877), page 380 
Image: https://www.digitalarkivet.no/kb20050614040708  
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20050614040708.jpg  
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read?urnread_imagesize=full&info=topp&hode=nei&show=388&uid=632083&js=j 

 
Parents (as written on document): 

Kurvbinder (basketmaker) Peter Eriksen Ronning from Orkdalen  
and Andrea Johnsdatter. Furu. 

 
“Furu” is the name of the village in which they were staying at the time of Johan’s birth (map on previous page). 
 

Note: brightness and contrast of these image fragments have been adjusted from original to enhance 
readability. The repurposed register – with Begravede (Burial) crossed out, and Døbte (Baptism) hand 
written – is probably indicative of the poor economic condition in the area. 

 

 

 
 

Godparents/Sponsors: 

• Gunnar Iversen Furu 

• Perite Eriksen Heidvalo,  

• Ole Johnssen Furu, 

• Brit Olsdatter Furu,  

• Marit Andersdatter Veckolt, 

• Alivat Eriksdatter Furu

 

Ministerial Book 
For 

 
Sunddals    Præstegjeld (Parish) 

Nordmeirs   Prosti (Deanery) 
 

Begynn (Begun  1st January 1847 
Sluttet (Ended)  19 August 1877 

https://www.digitalarkivet.no/kb20050614040708
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20050614040708.jpg
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read?urnread_imagesize=full&info=topp&hode=nei&show=388&uid=632083&js=j
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Hov Church Sunndalsøra 

Hov Church (Sunndalsøra)  
This “new” church (right) was built in 1887, eleven years after 
Johan’s baptism. The previous church was destroyed during a 
storm in 1885. That one was built in 1868 to replace the 
previous church also destroyed by a storm. No, sketches, or 
photographs have been located of the Hov Kirke in Sundalen 
that stood from 1868 to 1885 – the one in which Johan was 

baptized. However, it is described as 
built of “timber and shaped as an 
elongated octagon with square 
annex for sacristy and entrance 
respectively east and west”. 
Descriptions from the time state 
that it appeared similar to the Kleive 
church in Molde (left). 

http://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hov_kirke_(Sunndals%C3%B8ra)  
http://www.kirkesok.no/kirker/Hov-kirke-Sunndal  

 
 
Hov Kirke is located in Sunndal municipality, 
Møre og Romsdal county. Built of wood in 
1887, it has 420 seats.             Click for map. 

1885 – Pictures 

 
Johan Pedersen 

Age 9,  Circa 1885 

 
 

https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kleive_kirke
https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hov_kirke_(Sunndal)
http://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hov_kirke_(Sunndals%C3%B8ra)
http://www.kirkesok.no/kirker/Hov-kirke-Sunndal
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hov+Church/@62.6717558,8.5685107,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x461378a5c75517bb:0x5e6686319852a26d!8m2!3d62.6725944!4d8.5701547?hl=en&authuser=0
http://www.panoramio.com/photo/72811034
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1892 April 24 – Confirmation 
Age 15 ½; At Oppdal Church. 
 
Citation: Sør-Trøndelag fylke, Oppdal, Ministerialbok nr. 678A10 (1881-

1894), Confirmations, 1892, page 214. 

 

2. Confirmand’s Full Name 

3. Date of birth (fodt); Date of Baptism  

4. Birthplace (Fotstad) Furu,  Sundalen 
5. Residence (Bopel) Groset farm 
 

 

Document:  http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-

kb20060925070414.jpg  

 

 
 (full document below) 

 
6. Full name bourgeois position (occupation) and Domicile (of sponsors): “do” ditto (from previous line which 
indicates “Gardr” – abbreviation for Gardbruker – farmer) ?? and wife E? ? 
7. Smallpox Vaccination: July 18, 1878 
8. Anmaerkning Konfirmandens Kristendomskundskab (Confirmand’s Knowledge of Christian Religion) Meget 
godt (very good). 

 

 
 

Schooling 
Johan built this portable desk as a school shop 

project, probably in the equivalent of 7th or 8th grade. 

It had been stashed in an attic in Oppdal for about 

110 years. It was presented to John’s son Telmer in 

July 1998 during a family reunion visit to Oppdal. 

 

http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20060925070414.jpg
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20060925070414.jpg
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1901 December 3 – Norway Census 

Age 25; Living at Myrset farm; entire family. 
Erik Pederson Rønning (line 31) is Peder Eriksen’s father.   “e” = widower (Giertrud died Dec 18, 1899) 
Index: http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&filnamn=f01634&personpostnr=27&merk=27  

 
• Gaardbruger, bygselmand = farmer, leaseholder  

• Kurvmager = basket maker or basket weaver 

• jordarbeider = farmworker, field laborer, 

agricultuaral worker 

• “t” in Fodestad implies “Oppdal” 

• The “Rom” in “Sunndalen Rom” is an abbreviation 

for Romdal, which was until about 1919, the name 

for what is now known as Møre og Romsdal county

1905 April 14 – Emigration Permit in Oppdal 

Departed Oppdal accompanied by younger sister Marie (1887 – 1982) 
Citation: Oppdal: Utflytta 1816 – 1911  
Index: http://www.digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=5&filnamn=oppdUtfl&gardpostnr=1760&merk=1760#ovre  

Oppdal: Utflytta 1816-1911 
 

Kyrkje Flytta år Førenamn Farsnamn Slektsnamn Sivilstand Kjønn Fødd 
år 

Flytta frå Flytta til Attest Merknad 

Link Church Moved 

year 

Given 

Name 

Father's 

Name 

Family 

Name 

Marital 

Status 

Sex Born 

year 

Moved 

from 

Moved 

to 

Certificate Comments 

1760  O 1905 Johan Pedersen Grøset Ungkarl M 1876 Opdal Amerika f. d. og konf. Att. 
14/4 - 05. 

 

1761  O 1905 Marie Pedersdatter Grøset Pige K 1887 Opdal Amerika f. d. og konf. Att. 
14/4 - 05. 

K: Konf. i 
Melhus  

1905 April 19 – Emigration Permit in Trondheim 
Citation: Emigration from Trondheim 1867 – 1930  

Index: http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=1&filnamn=EMITROND&gardpostnr=119744&personpostnr=119744#nedre  

Emigranter fra Trondheim 1867-1930 
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http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&filnamn=f01634&personpostnr=27&merk=27
http://www.digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=5&filnamn=oppdUtfl&gardpostnr=1760&merk=1760#ovre
http://www.digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=1&filnamn=oppdUtfl&gardpostnr=1760&personpostnr=1760#nedre
http://www.digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=1&filnamn=oppdUtfl&gardpostnr=1761&personpostnr=1761#nedre
http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=1&filnamn=EMITROND&gardpostnr=119744&personpostnr=119744#nedre
http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=5&filnamn=EMITROND&gardpostnr=119744&personpostnr=119744#nedre
http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=5&filnamn=EMITROND&gardpostnr=119744&personpostnr=119744#nedre
http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=2&filnamn=EMITROND&gardpostnr=119744&personpostnr=119744#nedre
http://digitalarkivet.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=visbase&sidenr=2&filnamn=EMITROND&gardpostnr=119744&personpostnr=119744#nedre
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John and younger sister Marie obtained permission to 
leave Oppdal. They most likely traveled by foot or 
carriage from Oppdal to Storen, and from there by train 
to Trondheim (the railroad didn’t reach Oppdal until 
1921). In Trondheim, one could purchase a travel 
“package” for transport to the United States (possibly all 
the way to Chicago).  
 
They boarded the SS Salmo which departed Trondheim 
April 20. The ship stopped at Kristansund, Ålesund, 
Bergen, Stavanger, and finally Hull, England. Passengers 
then traveled by train to Liverpool where they boarded 
the steamship SS Victorian. The ship may have stopped 
briefly in Ireland, and then continued across the North 
Atlantic Ocean. Based on the map below, the Victorian 
sailed through the Strait of Belle Isle between 
Newfoundland and Labrador on into the Gulf of St 
Lawrence, then up the St. Lawrence River to Quebec City 
in Canada.  
 
They disembarked and immediately (no Canadian 
Customs) boarded a train for the 110 mile journey to the 
border crossing at St. Albans, Vermont, where they 
passed through US Customs. The train continued south to 
Albany, New York, then another train from there to 
Chicago. Yet another train on the Great Northern Railway 
took them from Chicago to Minneapolis, Fargo, Minot, 
Havre, Spokane, and finally Seattle.  
 
For a description of the migration of Norwegians to 
America through the Port of Hull, read  
http://www.norwayheritage.com/articles/templates/voy
ages.asp?articleid=28&zoneid=6 

Launched in 1900. The SS Salmo had passenger 
accommodation for 58 1st class, 26 2nd class, and 

458 in 3rd class. 

 
  S/S Salmo of the Wilson Line at Trondheim harbor. 
 

 
        Allan Line ticket office in Trondheim, ca. 1903 

 

http://www.norwayheritage.com/gallery/gallery.asp?action=viewimage&categoryid=&text=salmo&imageid=496&box=&shownew=
http://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=salmo
http://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=victp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Northern_Railway_(U.S.)
http://www.norwayheritage.com/articles/templates/voyages.asp?articleid=28&zoneid=6
http://www.norwayheritage.com/articles/templates/voyages.asp?articleid=28&zoneid=6
http://www.norwayheritage.com/gallery/gallery.asp?action=viewimage&categoryid=&text=salmo&imageid=497&box=&shownew=
http://www.norwayheritage.com/gallery/gallery.asp?action=viewimage&categoryid=5&text=&imageid=45&box=&shownew=
http://www.norwayheritage.com/gallery/gallery.asp?action=viewimage&categoryid=&text=allan+line&imageid=1459&box=&shownew=
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1905 April 27 – Transit through Liverpool, England 
Citation: UK, Outward Passenger Lists, 1890-1960 
Document: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2997&iid=40610_B000460-00074  

 

1905 May 7 – Immigration to US  
John and his sister Marie arrived from Liverpool, England on 
the SS Victorian. 
Citation: Border Crossings: From Canada to U.S., 1895-1954 
Index: 
Name: Johan Groseth 
Arrival Date: 7 May 1905 
Port of Arrival: Quebec, Canada 
Port of Departure: Liverpool, England 
Age: 28                     
Gender: Male 
Race/Nationality: Norwegian 
Occupation: Black Smith 
Final Destination: Arlington, Washington (but ticket only to 
Seattle) 

 
Allan Line steamship Victorian built 1904. It had 3 
decks with passenger accommodations for 346 
first class, 286 second class, and 1000 steerage. 

Document: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9D9-HS1P?i=75&cc=2185163  
Document: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=1075&iid=m1464_27-0075  
Image:   #76 of 564 (on both) 

 

 

 
 

http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2997&iid=40610_B000460-00074&fn=Joh&ln=Groseth&st=r&ssrc=&pid=45281597
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9D9-HS1P?i=75&cc=2185163
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=1075&iid=m1464_27-0075
http://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=victp
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1905 May 7 – Arrival in Quebec 
Ship: S.S. Ottawa 
Departure: Liverpool, England   April 24, 1905 (see image #2 of 47) 
Arrival: Quebec City, Quebec, Canada.  May 7 at 7:00 AM 
Accomodations: Steerage  
Question: who is the Johan Groseth, age 26, occupation Lab[orer] also destination Seattle?  
Gustav would be only age 19. 
And where is Marie (who is age 18)? 
Index: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2Q34-ZNC?treeref=LDHC-ZKH 
 
Source: Canada Passenger Lists, 1881-1922 
Image:  https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-65KS-WXM   Image #46 of 47 

 
      

    

 
 

1906 December 25 – Marriage of John’s sister, Marie 
Spouse: Perry Thosath; at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Seattle. 
John is identified as witness. See Marie’s biography for details. 

  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2Q34-ZNC?treeref=LDHC-ZKH
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-65KS-WXM
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1907 – Blacksmithing 
On the ship manifest John’s “Final 
Destination” is listed as Arlington, 
Washington, where his younger brother 
Gustov (1883 – 1964) had immigrated in 
1903 and was working at a lumber camp. 
 

 
Arlington (blue circle on map) is a city in northern 
Snohomish County, Washington located about 35 
miles north of Seattle.  Historically, Arlington was a 
railroad town with several different rail connections. 
It was located on the Northern Pacific (NP) mainline 
that stretched from the Canadian border through 
Sedro-Woolley to Snohomish. Arlington also had a 
branch line running east to Darrington that primarily 
carried timber products. 

 
The U.S. Patent filed November 1, 1910, 
and a Canadian document dated January 
28, 1913 record that John resided in 
Bothell, Washington (blue arrow on map 
above), a small town about 9 miles north 
of central Seattle, on the east side of Lake 
Washington, situated on the northern 
edge of King County. During that time 
period, the area around Bothell hosted a 
number of logging camps. This is likely 
where John was working as a blacksmith in 
1910.  
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1909 – How the Automatic Ice Cream Cone Machine Started. 
By the inventor, John Groset (written c  1932, transcribed here from hand typed (typewriter) pages). 

It was in 1909 that I started to think of an Automatic Cone Machine. One day I 

traveled to Seattle. I met an old friend and he told me that Olaf Drivstuen and 

another fellow came from Minnesota and started to make cones. I went to their place 

and saw for the first time how cones were baked. They had forms and baked them as 

wafers. If I could make an automatic machine, they said it would be good business. 

 
I forgot about the whole thing until the 

next year, 1910. Then the company I 

worked for as a Blacksmith had to shut 

down because of money trouble. I then 

started to think of the Cone Machine 

again. When the workers left the camp, I 

went to the owner and asked permission to 

stay there a few days to make a machine I had in mind. He said “O.K.”. 

 

After three days of studying and model making it was ready for testing.  On Sunday 

I sat and baked a testing, and saw that it worked as I thought it should. “But 

something must be wrong”, I thought, because many thousands of dollars had been 

spent on automatic cone machines with no result. 

 

I took the model to Seattle and got a patent on it, and started to make drawings 

for a real machine. When they were ready, I started to make patterns for casting. 

When the castings were ready, I needed a shop because the parts had to be machined. 

I called my old boss and asked if I could come out there and make the machine. I 

got Pete Braut to help me. But in about one week later we had to start to get the 

machines for logging going, so we had to make my machine on overtime only. 

 
It took four month to get my 

machine ready to send to 

Seattle for a tryout. I had 

made a deal with Olaf Drivstuen 

so I could put it in his 

factory, and I went there to 

try it out. But it did not go 

well. Not one good cone came 

out. So we had to go back to 

the camp again, study some 

more, make new parts, take them 

to Seattle on Sundays, and try 

and try again. 

 

One Sunday when we were about 

to make the dough, we 

discovered that we were almost 

out of lard – and all the 

stores were closed. We then 

tried with the little that we 

had, and that was the “secret”! 

We had used too much lard, because we thought that we had to use as much as was 

used for the hand-molds – where the cones tended to stick without lots of lard. 

 

By that time Olaf Drivstuen was the sole owner of the little hand-mold factory. I 

went in as partner together with Harry A. Koster who had been a bookkeeper there. I 

quit my job as blacksmith and came to Seattle in February, 1912. We started to make 

cones with my machine, which could make much better cones than the hand-molds 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections
/2469/images/13361438   #270 of 1131 

 

The First Cone Machine c 1910 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13361438
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13361438
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because we could use sugar in the dough, but in the hand machine, the cones would 

stick. 

 

In a short time, the new machine took over the market. The orders came in so fast 

that we had to work day and night – even Sundays. The machine stopped only for 

repairs in four months. 

 
Continued in Appendix A. 
 

http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/13362234 

  

 
Map: http://www.edge-
archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/08.pdf 
Map segment of Seattle, Washington,  
c. 1912. This area is north of the downtown 
area. Same street names in 2012. 
 
Red “x” marks 225 Westlake.    
Yellow filled rectangles indicate wood frame 
buildings which is consistent with the picture 
below. 
  
Notice the wood plank sidewalk. 
 
 

 
 
It appears the employees of 
Washington Cone Mfg Co are 
waiting to load up a newly 
baked batch of cones for 
shipment.  John Groset is the 
2nd from left. 
 
This is the 225 Westlake Ave 
N. location. The street 
number is visible just above 
the doorway (magnified 
here). 

 

http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/08.pdf
http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/13362234
http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/08.pdf
http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/08.pdf
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1910 – Business 
 

 
 
 
Based on this 1913 Seattle Business Directory entry, Washington 
Cone Mfg Co had moved to a “new” location at 201 Summit Ave N., 
this is about ½ mile east of the Westlake Ave location. The building 
(below, right) has the same address, but might be newer – although 
the 1913 map indicates a wood building of about the same 
proportions (indicated by red “X”). Map: 
http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/view.aspx?dbid=2469&path=W
ashington.Seattle.1913.Seattle%2c+Washington%2c+City+Directory
%2c+1913.915&sid=&gskw=  
 
Photo at lower-right is from Google Street View c 2011 

 

  

1910 April 5 – John’s brother Gustav returns to US 
Gustav marries Bertha Bjornaas (1888 – 1977) in 1921. They remain in the USA until about 1925, when both 
return to Norway. 

http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/view.aspx?dbid=2469&path=Washington.Seattle.1913.Seattle%2c+Washington%2c+City+Directory%2c+1913.915&sid=&gskw
http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/view.aspx?dbid=2469&path=Washington.Seattle.1913.Seattle%2c+Washington%2c+City+Directory%2c+1913.915&sid=&gskw
http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/view.aspx?dbid=2469&path=Washington.Seattle.1913.Seattle%2c+Washington%2c+City+Directory%2c+1913.915&sid=&gskw
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=201+Summit+Ave,+Seattle,+WA&hl=en&ll=47.619692,-122.325288&spn=0.000577,0.000717&sll=47.620836,-122.324663&sspn=0.002319,0.00287&oq=201+Summit+Ave+N.+Seattle,+WA&t=h&hnear=201+Summit+Ave+E,+Seattle,+King,+Washington+98102&z=21&layer=c&cbll=47.619654,-122.325288&panoid=W1DAD-sNa1kBjVWUZWWczQ&cbp=12,293.32,,0,-0.45
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1910 April 15 – Census – not found 
Searching, but no entry found for the Westlake address.  ED=Enumeration District 
Census Finder (by wards) http://www.stevemorse.org/census/unified.html?year=1910 
 
1910 Directory lists address as 318 E. Mercer, but directories are compiled a year or so in advance… 
1910 ED numbers corresponding to 318 E. Mercer 

King-137 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYB7-VD3?wc=QZZC-
Q95%3A133640901%2C135004001%2C135997301%2C1589088860&cc=1727033 

318 on image 18, but Grosets are not there 
 

 
--------------------------- 
Naturalization papers, filed in 1912 list 225 Westlake Avenue, Seattle Washington. This is the same address as 
Washington Cone Mfr.  John likely resided in an apartment on the 2nd floor of the building. 
 
1910 ED numbers corresponding to your location 
(refined for Westlake between Thomas St. and John St 
King-133, King-149 
Notes: 
King 133 http://interactive.ancestry.com/7884/4454412_00919 
133 image 20 covers Westlake 205, 217, 228, 222, -- but not 225 
Image 21 covers Westlake 220, 218, 216, 214, 205 (although smudged and 
_might_ be 225, but has surname of Lippi, first names Charles, Annie,…) 
and 128 
Image 22 covers Westlake 120, 108, 114, 104, 100 
Image 26 covers Westlake 226 
Image 27 covers Westlake 108 
Image 28 covers Westlake 228, 220 

King 149 ward 3 District 149 
http://interactive.ancestry.com/7884/4455047_00259 
Image 24 - Westlake 607 and 509 
Image 26 – Westlake 333 
Image 27 – Westlake 333-1/2, 325, 323,317 
Image 29 – Westlake 235-1/2, 231, 227 (rooming house. a bunch here), 
221, 219 
Image 30 – Westlake 219, 217. 

  
1911 Seattle Directory (here bottom of page 599, Image 294 of 968) 

lists John, but no address. Employed as a patternmaker by W 
G E & S M – so what is its full name/business, W. G. E. & S. 
M.?  It’s not a railroad (based on 1910 Directory, page 141, 

image 74 of 1131), nor is it listed on the “Firm Abbreviations” list on page 152. Although there are several other 
companies with “…M Wks” shown as “…Machine Works”.   

http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/08.pdf
http://www.stevemorse.org/census/unified.html?year=1910
javascript:LinkClicked(%2217-137%22);
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYB7-VD3?wc=QZZC-Q95%3A133640901%2C135004001%2C135997301%2C1589088860&cc=1727033
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYB7-VD3?wc=QZZC-Q95%3A133640901%2C135004001%2C135997301%2C1589088860&cc=1727033
javascript:LinkClicked(%2217-133%22);
javascript:LinkClicked(%2217-149%22);
http://interactive.ancestry.com/7884/4454412_00919
http://interactive.ancestry.com/7884/4455047_00259
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/14864588/93782464
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1912 April 24 – Naturalization 
Residence: 225 Westlake Avenue, Seattle Washington. This is the same address as Washington Cone Mfr. 
Document: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=1193&iid=M1542_7-0179  
Also: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-43398-11323-45?cc=2296985&wc=9W2R-RMQ:1067307304 

 

http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=1193&iid=M1542_7-0179
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-43398-11323-45?cc=2296985&wc=9W2R-RMQ:1067307304
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1912 December 25 – Marriage to Elvine Plough 
Spouse: Elvine Plough (1879–1917). Elvine is a divorcé (2 yrs); she has a son, Roy, age 10. 
Place: Mt. Baker Presbyterian Church, Concrete, Skagit county, Washington.  
Officiant: Rev. Walter M. Grafton 
Witnesses: John’s sister Marie and her husband Perry Thosath 
Click here for Elvine’s biography, and Roy’s.  
Ancestry.com Index     
Document: 
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2378&iid=33840616_aa8eb44c-1b1e-4491-ad1b-a7f74b8e52a8  

 

http://www.groset.net/Genealogy/Elvine_Andersen_1881.pdf
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Concrete,_Washington
http://www.groset.net/Genealogy/Elvine_Andersen_1881.pdf
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=WAMarriage&h=5682936&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2378
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2378&iid=33840616_aa8eb44c-1b1e-4491-ad1b-a7f74b8e52a8
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The church was built in 1908 (read pdf. 4th page, middle) 
Read about Concrete, Washington here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concrete,_Washington  
And http://www.stumpranchonline.com/concreteheritagemuseum/walkingtour2004.pdf  
 
Ancestry.com Index 
Name: John Groset 
Marriage Age: 35 
Birth Date: abt 1877 
Birth Place: Norway 
Marriage Date: 25 Dec 1912 

Marriage Place: Concrete, Skagit, Washington, USA 
Father: Peter Groset 
Mother: Andra Groset 
Spouse: Elvina Paugh 

 
Source Citation 

• Washington State Archives; Olympia, Washington; Washington Marriage Records, 1854-2013 

• Source Information 

• Ancestry.com. Washington, Marriage Records, 1854-2013 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations, Inc., 2012. 

• Original data: Washington State Archives. Olympia, Washington: Washington State Archives.  
Image: https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2378/45654_B280879-00066 

  
 

 

Marriage Returns 

Citation: Washington, County Marriages, 1855-2008 Skagit Marriage returns 1912 Apr-1914 Aug no 2501-3100, 
State Archives, Olympia. 
Index: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP99-YQQX  
Source: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WL-1NF6?i=193&cc=1534448  #194 of 623 
Note: most of the other records in this collection are on single page pre-printed forms, but these are 
handwritten on four small blueline notebook pages. 

http://www.concreteheritagemuseum.org/uploads/2/2/3/4/22348866/walking_tour_2015.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concrete,_Washington
http://www.stumpranchonline.com/concreteheritagemuseum/walkingtour2004.pdf
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2378&h=4666660&tid=41847957&pid=20266167895&usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp1914&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2378/45654_B280879-00066
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP99-YQQX
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WL-1NF6?i=193&cc=1534448
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1913 January 15 – Elvine’s ex-husband Albert dies  
of Pulmonary Tuberculosis at Firlands Sanitarium, Richmond Highlands (north of Seattle) 

1913 – Residence  
Source: Seattle, Washington Buyer’s Guide and Directory 
URL: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=13234918 
Image 389 of 980; page 775 
John P. Groset with wife Elvine (misspelled as Alvina).   
Residence: 2436 E. Aloha. This is the same house that has been Elvine’s residence since before 1910. 

 

http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=13234918
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This building’s 
address is 
2436 E. Aloha.  
 
King County 
records show 
that it was 
built in 1904.  
 

Segment of 
1912 Seattle 
Map for this 

address with 
house circled 

in red. 

Click on map to enlarge

 
 

 

1913 – Picnic Photo 
Citation: Inga Groset’s photo Album 
The woman directly in back of John appears to be Elvine (based on comparison other picture – facial structure, 
hair, glasses). The woman to the right (in the center of the picture) may be Inga. 
 

 
  

http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/11.pdf
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1913 - Patent No. 1,079,597 

Filing date: Feb 26, 1912 

1913 November 25 – Patent Issued 
Patent No. 1,079,597 

1913 December 4 – Patent 

 
Source: Spokane Daily Chronicle – Spokane, Washington – Thursday, December 4, 1913 – Page 5, Col 3. 
Image: https://www.newspapers.com/image/562393900  

 
. . . 

 

  

 

1915 – Seattle Directory 
Citation:  
Page 765. Residence 318 E. Mercer, Seattle, Washington 
Image: http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/15518397/997464551 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/562393900
http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/15518397/997464551
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Google Street 
View of house at 
this location  
June, 2008 
 
 
Built 1908 
 

1912 Baist Map of Seattle, places  318 E Mercer is on the north 
side of the street, between N. Melrose Ave. on the west, and N. 
Bellevue Ave on the east 
 

 

1915 – At Home Photo 
Elvine (left) and John Groset (right) in their home in Seattle (photograph is undated but probably c1915). The 
picture hanging on the wall above John is Marit på Vang Kirke (church), in his home town of Oppdal, Sør-
Trøndelag, Norway.  This picture now (2016) hangs in the residence of John’s son, Telmer “Bud” Groset. The 
picture reflected in the mirror in the upper-right hand corner hung in the home of John’s daughter, Agnes 
Becker, but was destroyed in a fire in the late 1990’s. The picture’s mate is also in Telmer’s home. 
Citation: Inga Groset’s photo album (in possession of grandson, Douglas) 

 

1916 – Residence 
2307 19th av N, Seattle, Washington, 
Citation: Seattle City Directory for the year commencing May 1st, 1916, R. L. Polk & Co.     Page 757 

https://www.google.com/maps/@47.6242771,-122.3270339,3a,90y,12.52h,90.45t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s5XDjywat8fQbfCA1A5cjUw!2e0!5s20080601T000000!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/318+E+Mercer+St,+Seattle,+WA+98102/@47.6243038,-122.3274285,18.95z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x549015302ffa9597:0x7086fa4665401d73?hl=en
http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/07.pdf
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Ancestry.com Index    Image: https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/14028467/863961334 #372 of 966 

 
 

1917 – Seattle Buyer’s Guide and Directory 
URL: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=12764862 
Image 367; page 778 
Residence: 2307 19th Avenue; John’s occupation is machinist 

 

1917 October 20 – Death of wife Elvine. 
At Seattle General Hospital after an operation for Exophthalmic Goiter.  
Elvine’s son Roy (age 15) likely continues residing with his step-father John – at some point Roy adopts the 
surname Groseth. There is additional information about his life, under the name Roy C. Groseth; his occupation 
is machinist; he continues to reside in the Seattle area through the 1920s; he dies in Oxnard, Ventura, California, 
in June 17, 1979. 

1917 Late October – The War 
The war, known then as “The Great War”, and 
now known as “World War I”, rages on. 
American soldiers are in France. News of the 
war dominates the front page of the 
newspapers.  
After the sinking of seven US merchant ships by 
submarines, President Woodrow Wilson called 
for war on Germany on 2 April 1917, which the 
US Congress declared 4 days later. 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/174243491
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=USDirectories&h=863961333&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2378
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/14028467/863961334
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=12764862
http://www.groset.net/Genealogy/Elvine_Andersen_1881.pdf
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1918 September 12 – Selective Service 

Registration 
Age: just a few days short of 42 years. 
Note: a similar card issued on same day for John’s brother, Gustav, shows that he resides at same address. 
Index: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:29J4-Q6B?treeref=LDHC-ZKH  
Address: 2307 19th Ave. N., Seattle, King, 
Washington 
Nearest Relative: Marie Thoseth 
Address: Concrete, Skagit, Wash. 
Status: Declarant Alien 
Occupation: Machinist 

Employer: Vulcan Machine Works, 1280 4th Ave., Seattle 
Height: Medium 
Build: Stout 
Eyes: Blue 
Hair: Black 

Source: NARA World War I Selective Service System Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918  
Image: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91WN-9NW  
Image: https://www.fold3.com/image/559819419 
Image: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=6482&iid=WA-1991925-0176 
 

  
 
 
Historical Note: By the guidelines set down by the Selective 
Service Act of May 18, 1917, all males aged 21 to 30 were 
required to register to potentially be selected for military service. 
At the request of the War Department, Congress amended the 
law in August 1918 to expand the age range to include all men 18 
to 45. 
The registration date for those estimated 13-million men was 
September 12, 1918.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selective_Service_Act_of_1917
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:29J4-Q6B?treeref=LDHC-ZKH
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91WN-9NW
https://www.fold3.com/image/559819419
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=6482&iid=WA-1991925-0176
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selective_Service_Act_of_1917
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selective_Service_Act_of_1917
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1918 – Seattle Buyer’s Guide and Directory 
John is identified as “h” head-of-household; his brother Gustav is “renter” at the 2307 19th Ave N. residence.  
A business, Groset Brothers, selling auto tires is located at 333 Westlake Ave N. 
URL: https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/12802571/751467677  Image 419; page 846 

 

 

 
 
 

 
John’s brother Gustav (1883 – 1964) immigrated to the US in 1903, returned to Norway, and then re-immigrated 
in 1910. The 1920 US Census shows Gustav as a lodger in Concrete, Washington, employed as a “wood cutter”. 
Gustav met Bertha Bjornaas (1888 – 1977), and they married January 23, 1921 in Seattle (but both resided in 
Concrete). 
Gustav and Bertha moved back to Norway (maybe around the same time that John and Inga did in 1925) where 
they remained and raised their children. 

R. L. Polk & Co 
Seattle 1919 Street and Avenue Guide 

page 257 Image 124 of 1095 
 

 
 

Odd number address is on the west side of the street. 

 
Baist’s 1912 Real Estate Atlas of Seattle, Plate 12 

Outlines of undeveloped lots 
 
Seattle changed the directional scheme for street 
names by Ordinance 89910 in 1961 (click here). 
While the 1909 map shows 2307 19th Av N, current 
maps show it as 2307 19th Av E. 
 

 
Pre-1961 

 
After 1961 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/12802571/751467677
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/14028467/863961334#?imageId=14028213
http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~public/street_desig.htm
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/2469/12802571/751467677#?imageId=15089758
http://www.edge-archive.com/maps/baist/Plates/12.pdf
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Google Street View of house at 2307 19th Avenue East 
(2007). House number is on vertical fence post. 
According to Zillow.com it is a single family home that 
contains 1,900 sq ft (originally about 1000) and was 
built in 1915. It contains 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms.    Parcel #: 6788202010 

 
Satellite view 2018 

Drop-pin marking 2307 19th Avenue East 

 
 

 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/2307+19th+Ave+E,+Seattle,+WA+98112/@47.6397714,-122.3091705,769m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x549014dcccb38247:0xf2bbab6380fe773e!8m2!3d47.6398509!4d-122.3074753?hl=en&authuser=0
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1918 June 2 – Picnic Photo 
Depicts John Groset (left), Bertha “Groset” (but actually Bjørnås at the time, as she and Gustav married Jan 23, 
1921), and Inga Groset (right). 

 

It was possible to pin down a precise date by using the headline visible on the newspaper “tablecloth”. 
When the lower left-hand area of the photograph is isolated, enlarged, rotated, and flipped (meaning the 
photograph is actually a mirror image of the negative), the headline “…RSITY TEAM WINS 1918 TENNIS 
HONORS” can be discerned.  
 

 
In fact… 
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… this page is from The Seattle Sunday Times, June 2, 1918. It’s the third page of the Sports News Section 
Image: https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01170706212237028051616571651  

 
 
The front page of that issue focuses on the war in Europe… 

 
 
Historical Note: “H. E.” stands for High Explosive, a term used to describe a mortar used by the Allied troops to 
destroy trench fortifications. “Fritz” was a pejorative reference to German troops.  

1919 – Seattle Buyer’s Guide and Directory 
Lists both John and Gustav at the 2307 19th Ave N address, but no Tire store. 
URL: 
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=15090055 
Image 421; page 835 

 

https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01170706212237028051616571651
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=15090055
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1919 August – John Relocates to Chicago 
Address: 5764 Princeton Ave, Chicago.  
Purpose: to make improvements on the machine that he sold to Consolidated Wafer Co.  
Apparently, sometime before the move he proposes to Inga, and she relocates with him.  
A postcard (below) addressed to Inga, dated September 4, 1919, only six days after their marriage has this 
address. The way John talks about his train ride to New York, their travel from Seattle to Chicago must have 
happened shortly before their marriage in Chicago, so maybe mid-August. 
 
 In 1932, John wrote about this: 

In 1919 I had to go to Chicago and make some improvement on the machine I had sold Consolidated 
Wafer Co. In a short while the machine was producing twice as much from a barrel of flour and saved 
50% gas. I worked there for 6 years… 

 
This full page advertisement on page 15 of the September, 1919 issue of The Ice Cream Trade Journal, Vol. XV, 
No. 9, announces: 

“Why Cremo Cake Cones Will Sell for 50% Less in 1920 … we have at last perfected a new process of 
manufacturing Cake Cones at a much reduced cost.” 

Google Books link 

 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&ots=mBJEsqL2_L&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA8-PA15#v=onepage&q=cremo%20cake&f=false
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There are half-page advertisements in prior month issues. The August, 1919 issue has one on the same page as 
cones from rival McLaren.   
https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-
PA13&ots=mBJEsqL2_L&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA7-PA13#v=onepage&q&f=false  

   

https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&ots=mBJEsqL2_L&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA7-PA13#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&ots=mBJEsqL2_L&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA7-PA13#v=onepage&q&f=false
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C1919 – Consolidated Wafer Co – Help Wanted 
Chicago Tribune. 
The first help wanted ad appears in 1914, but beginning in spring of 1919 the number of adds and positions 
increase significantly. These are just samples…           (Note that John arrives in Chicago in mid-to-late August) 

 

Sun, 08 Mar 1914, pg 67 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355036729
/  

 

Thu, 07 Feb 1918,  pg 17 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354981476  

 

Tue, 02 Apr 1918, pg 21 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354992016
/  

 

Fri, 19 Apr 1918, pg 18 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/357370586
/  

 

Sat, 19 Apr 1919, pg 24 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355124454 
 

 

Mon, 21 Apr 1919, pg 25 

 

Tue, 22 Apr 1919, pg 24 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/355036729/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355036729/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354981476
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354992016/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354992016/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/357370586/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/357370586/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355124454
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Sun, 25 May 1919, Part 7, page 8 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354931070  
Two column wide ad 
 
First ads start running in late May, 1919. 
Variations run every few days thru July 4 
 
 
The advertisement shows that Consolidated 
Wafer Company’s Chicago factory was located at 
2622 Shields Avenue, on the city’s “South Side”. 
It also had other factories located in: 

• Brooklyn, New York; 

• San Francisco, California; 

• Toronto, Canada  

 

The last Help Wanted ad appears in May 1926 
Tues, May 11, 1926, Page 37 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355200102  

  

  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/354931070
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355200102
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1919 August 30 – Marriage to Inga Thompson 
Age: 43;  License was issued Friday, August 29. Marriage ceremony on August 30. 
Spouse: Inga Thompson (Inger Tobiasdatter Hustoft) (1885 – 1976) age: 34; Officiant: Rev G. Schuessler. 
Place: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, 6040 S. Princeton Ave, Chicago, Illinois. 
Note that the congregation may have built a new church in 1922 at 6430 S. Harvard Ave. 
Index: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N78Z-9XH  
Document: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-267-12044-87246-16?cc=1463145&wc=MMVX-5TD:496492924  

 
Ancestry.com Index   Source: Cook County, Illinois Marriage Indexes, 1912-1942 

 

file:///C:/Users/Doug/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Inger_Tobiasdatter_Hustøft_1885.pdf
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N78Z-9XH
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-267-12044-87246-16?cc=1463145&wc=MMVX-5TD:496492924
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=CookCountyILMarriageIndexes&h=249170&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2378
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Photo (c 2011) of 6040 Princeton 
shows a two story building. It looks 
like it could have been the 
parsonage for Our Redeemer Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
6430 S. Harvard Ave., Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph from  Google Streetview Oct 2012 
Building is now (2017) abandoned and in horrible condition. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@41.7771822,-87.633369,3a,74.7y,248.48h,102.85t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sLGutFccL0Skzn4mRG5hTxg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en&authuser=0
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1919 September 4 – Travel to New York 
Just a week after John and Inga’s wedding, John is on a trip to New York City. The purpose of the trip is unknown 
but may be related to the legal dispute with McLaren about the machine patent. 

 

Chelsea Hotel 
Then (1919 or so) 

 
 
Now (2019) 

 

Det var fullt på hotellet så jeg måtte gå til Chelsea 
hotell. Det er en god plass og ikke for dyrt. 

New York 
Sep. 4 -1919 

Kjære Inga!                                  
Jeg er nå i New York. Hadde en nokså hard tur, da alt 
var dårligere enn da vi kom fra Seattle. Hadde ingen 
seng på turen. Så langt jeg vet så er ikke min koffert 
funnet enda, men får håpe                -Er bra frisk. 
Hilsen til deg og din Bertha (hils Crist.)   John 

It was full at the hotel so I had to go to Chelsea Hotel. 
It's a good place and not too expensive. 

New York 
Dear Inga!                                                       Sept.  4, 1919 
I'm now in New York. Had a rather tough trip, as 
everything was worse than when we came from 
Seattle. Had no bed on the trip. As far as I know, my 
suitcase is not yet found, but I hope…    Is good fresh 
[meaning “I feel good”]. Regards to you and your 
[sister] Bertha (greet Crist [Halset].)     John 

 

 
New York City  
Union Square 
 
View across Union 
Square looking north-
east. 
 
The Chelsea Hotel is 
several blocks away. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_Chelsea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Square,_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Square,_Manhattan
https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/hotel-chelsea-york-city-brochure-163935343
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1920 Jan 13 – US Federal Census 
Citation: United States Census, 1920 
Residence: 4455 Grand Boulevard, Chicago (Grand Blvd was renamed South Park Way, and later (Aug 8, 1968), 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive) 
John’s name is incorrectly written as George on the Enumeration sheet, but all other values are consistent with 
John. 
FamilySearch.org Index 
 
name: George Groset 
residence: Chicago City 7, Cook, Illinois 
estimated birth year:  1877 
age:  43 
birthplace: Norway 
gender:  Male 
race:  White 
marital status:  Married 
father's birthplace: Norway  
mother's birthplace: Norway 

film number:  1820313 
digital folder number:  4300184 
image number:  00504 
sheet number:  7 
 
Household   Gender    Age Birthplace 
self  George Groset M   43y  Norway 
wife Inga Groset F    34y  Norway 

 
Image: http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/view.aspx?dbid=6061&iid=4300184_00504&o_iid=48558&o_lid=48558&o_sch=Web+Property  

9 families live in this apartment building; another family lives in a structure in the rear. 

 
 

Notes for further research: there are two Lutheran 
Churches in the area: Gethsemane 4407 Wentworth Ave 
(ELCA); Getsemane at Princton Ave & 45th Place  
 

1922 Chicago Street Map, with approximate location 
of 4455 Grand Blvd. 

 
Grand Boulevard looking south from 47th Street c. 1910 
(horse drawn carriages). Comparing some still existing 
buildings in 2012, these may have been only a little 
fancier – more stone work, less brick – than those in 
the 4400 block. 

  

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/collections/maps/chigov/G4104-C6G4-1922-C5-sheet3/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/ct-ent-naming-king-drive-kogan-sidewalks-0424-story.html
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MJ39-J44
http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/view.aspx?dbid=6061&iid=4300184_00504&o_iid=48558&o_lid=48558&o_sch=Web+Property
http://chuckmanchicagonostalgia.wordpress.com/2009/10/11/grand-blvd-south-of-47th-apartments-early/
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1921 April 28 – Birth of Daughter Agnes Ida Groset (1921 – 2000) 
At Washington Park Hospital. Agnes is Inga’s first child. 
Delivered by Dr. J. Lester Barnsback M.D. (1879 - ?) 
Residence:  4537 S. Cottage Grove Ave, Chicago, Cook, 
Illinois 
There were three and four story brick buildings along 
this stretch of Cottage Grove Ave, most with retail 
space on the first floor, and apartments above. 

 
  

 
Apartment building may have been similar to this one 
which still stands at 4502 S. Cottage Grove Ave 
 
 
 
Note: US Deceased Physicain File (1864-1968) 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-
99QP-M39W?i=755&wc=M6YC-
7WL%3A353036101&cc=2061540 
somewhere around image 750 – but FS site is acting 
“strange” and has message “some features… may be 
unavailable Nov 4, 2018 for maintenance” 

file:///C:/Users/Doug/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Agnes_Ida_Groset_1921.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99QP-M39W?i=755&wc=M6YC-7WL%3A353036101&cc=2061540
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99QP-M39W?i=755&wc=M6YC-7WL%3A353036101&cc=2061540
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99QP-M39W?i=755&wc=M6YC-7WL%3A353036101&cc=2061540


Johan Pedersen Grøseth 
August 29, 2023   Revision 1.10 38 

1922 October 15 – Postcard from Anna 
Address: 4537 Cottage Grove Ave, Chicago, Illinois 

 

Kjære bror!                                   Trondhjem 15.10. 1922 
Takk for fotografiet jeg fikk av dere. Var i Opdal i 
sommer og fikk da din adresse. Hørte av Gustav at dere 
kommer til Norge neste sommer. Gustav var her for tre 
uker siden. Det stod da godt til med dem hjemme i 
Opdal. Hadde i dag brev fra søster Marie, det var bra 
med henne. Det skal bli morsomt å se dere – din kone 
kjenner jeg ikke. Velkommen til Norge. Står godt til med 
meg og mi n mann – håper det samme med dere der i 
storbyen. Du må være så snill å  skrive til mor og far, de 
venter å få høre fra deg, dem er gamle nå. 
Vil håpe at dere kommer til neste år. 
Med beste hilsen din søster Anna. 
 
Dear brother!                             Trondheim 10/15/1922 
Thanks for the photo I got from you. I was in Oppdal this 
summer and got your address. I heard from Gustav that 
you will come to Norway next summer. Gustav was here 
three weeks ago. It was good with them at home in 
Oppdal. Had a letter from sister Marie today, she was 
fine. It'll be fun to see you - your wife I don't know. 
Welcome to Norway. Things are good with me and my 
husband - hope the same with you there in the big city. 
You have to be kind and write to mother and father, 
they are waiting to hear from you, they are old now. 
Will hope you come next year. 
Best regards your sister Anna. 

 

 

Vet ikke om det er  riktig adresse. Send 
meg noen ord, det er en mannsalder 
siden jeg hadde brev fra deg. Vi driver 
kolonialforretning – som du vel har 
hørt av Gustav og Einar. 
Dette er et villastrøk i Trondhjem, ikke 
som i storby. Må tro jeg gleder til dere 
kommer. 
 
Don't know if it's the right address. 
Send me some words, it's a man's age 
since I had a letter from you. We run a 
grocery store - which you have heard 
from Gustav and Einar. 
This (picture) is a residential area in 
Trondheim, not like in big city. Must 
believe I am happy until you come. 
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1923 August 2 – Postcard from Peter Braut 

 

Godi ven! 
Jeg kommer til aa reise fra Kristiania den 
10 Aug. Kari har igjen omberkemit sig og 
hun blis nu ilcler med. Kansla Belegrafere 
jeg fra New York. San haper jeg da at hilse 
paa dere personlig. Hilsen. P. Braut 
 
Good friend! 
I'm going to travel from Kristiania on Aug 
10th. Kari has again embarrassed herself 
and she now brings ilcler with. Cancel 
Belegrafere I from New York. San, then, I 
hope to greet you personally. Greeting. P. 
Braut 
 
 
Peder Braut (1887-1970), age 36, 
mechanic, married to Kari Haker,departed 
Kristiania [now Oslo], Norway sailing on 
the SS Stavangerfjord. He arrived in New 
York on August 21, 1923  (Ancestry.com 
Index); destination Chicago. 
 
Peder had previously worked with John in 
Seattle on the “Ferris Wheel” version of 
the Ice Cream Cone machine, circa 1914. 
 
Peder returned to Oppdal. He and Kari 
were childless. 

Photo not dated, but the hotel that now stands next to it was built in mid-1923, so 
this photo predates that construction. 

This is the railway 
station in Oppdal that 
John refers to when he 
states that he “…started 
a shop close to Oppdal 
Train Station with the 
intent of making motor 
scooters” in 1925. 
 
The station was opened 
in 1921 as part of the 
Dovre Line when it was 
extended from Dombås 
to Trondheim.  
(Wikipeadia).  
The town of Oppdal 
grew around this 
station. Before 1921 
Oppdal was the name of 
the parish and church.  

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4027945750&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp3536&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4027945750&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp3536&_phstart=successSource
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oppdal_Station
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1924 Nov 14 – Postcard from Anna 

 

Postmark date is 14 XI 24 (where XI represents 
the 11th month, November) two days after the 
handwritten date in the message 
Address: 4537 Cottage Grove Ave, Chicago 
John’s sister Anna (1879–1965) resides in 
Trondheim with her husband Johan Jaegtvig 
(1878–1951). 
     Trondhjem 12/11 
      Kjære bror! Det ble ikke så du med familie 
kom til Norge dette året heller, håper og få se 
dere neste år. Står godt til med oss begge. 
Håper dere er friske og alt er vel. Jægtvig og 
jeg var i Opdal i  10 dager i august hos mor og 
far. Jeg snakket med Bertha i telefonen i dag, 
stod bra til med dem og våre foreldre. Jeg vil 
fortelle deg at våre foreldre i Opdal kan feire 
sitt gullbryllup den 28. desember  i dette år 
1924. Du må skrive til dem til denne dag. Den 
beste     hilsen til dere alle 3 fra søster Anna 
      Trondheim 12.11.1924 
      Dear brother! It was not so that with family 
you came to Norway this year either, hope to 
see you next year. All is good with both of us. 
Hope you are healthy and everything is well. 
Jaegtvig and I were in Oppdal for 10 days in 
August with mother and father. I spoke to 
Bertha on the phone today, was fine with 
them and our parents. I will remind you that 
our parents in Oppdal will celebrate their 
golden wedding on December 28, 1924. You 
must write to them for this day. The best 
regards to all three of you, from Sister Anna. 

 

 
Vil nå håpe at dere tar en tur til Norge 
neste år.  
I am hoping that you will take a trip to 
Norway next year. 
 
Står bra til Einar og Edvard. 
En riktig god jul vil jeg ønske dere alle. 
Good [wishes] from Einar and Edvard. 
A real Merry Christmas I wish you all. 
 
Ravnkloa was and is Trondheim’s center 
for trade in fish and shellfish. 

https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ravnkloa
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1924 – Photograph 
No other information 

         

1925 c April – Return to Norway 
John and Inga returned to Norway with daughter Agnes.  

In 1932, John wrote about this... 

In 1919 I had to go to Chicago and make some improvement on the machine I had sold Consolidated 
Wafer Co. In a short while the machine was producing twice as much from a barrel of flour and saved 
50% gas. I worked there for 6 years but then I and my family went to Norway [with the intent] to stay. I 
bought some machines and started a shop close to Oppdal Train Station with the intent of making motor 
scooters. But I found the conditions very bad. I ordered machines from Trondheim for 10,000 kroner, 
but had to wait six months for delivery. I finally got them but they were the wrong kind, so I had to send 
them back.  After 18 months I purchased our tickets back to America and got back to Chicago in October 
1926. 
 
 

Note that the Oppdal Train Station was opened on September 
20, 1921 when the Dovre Line was extended from Dombås to 
Trondheim. The Oppdal Hotel is the large structure. The 
“station” is the small structure on the right hand side of the 
photograph. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oppdal_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domb%C3%A5s
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1925 December 21 – Postcard  
Source: Inga Groset’s album in the care of Philip Becker 

Date based on 
postmark, magnified 
with contrast 
enhanced… 
21 XII 25 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

1926 October 15 – Re-immigration from Norway to Chicago 
Citation: New York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1825-1996 
Index: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KXMK-JFY  
Name:  John Groseth 
Event Type:  Immigration 
Event Date:  1926 
Event Place: New York, New York, United States 
Gender: Male 

Age:  50 
Birthplace: Norway 
Ship Name: Stavangerfjord 
Birth Year (Estimated):  1876 
 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KXMK-JFY
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Affiliate Publication Title: Passenger and Crew Lists of 
Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1897-1957. 
Affiliate Publication Number:  T715 
Affiliate Film Number:  3948 
GS Film number: 1755686 
Digital Folder Number: 004853477 
Image Number:  00105 
 

 
Image: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-21480-53847-57  
Image: http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=7488&iid=NYT715_3948-0103  
 

 

 
 

After returning to the USA, John was again employed by Consolidate Wafers. 
John wrote, “Consolidated Wafers Co … had a factory in Dallas, Texas, a nice city with about 300,000 people.  
There was also my machine used, but needed some improvement. I was sent there, took my family along and 
stayed there for three years.” 

1926 Nov 28 – First Dallas Residence 
As shown on this envelope for a letter to Inga from her 
Mother, Ildri: 

Apartment 1.    
1911 Sanger Ave, 
Dallas, Texas, USA 

This apartment building is just across the alley from the 
Clarence Street residence. See maps below  

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-21480-53847-57
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=7488&iid=NYT715_3948-0103
http://www.norwayheritage.com/gallery/gallery.asp?action=viewimage&categoryid=7&text=&imageid=78&box=&shownew=
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1927 July 30 – Birth of Son, Telmer “Bud” Peder Groset  
At Baylor Hospital, Dallas, Texas 
 
Residence: 1826 Clarence Street, Dallas, Texas (indicated on birth certificate) 
 

 
 

 
Telmer “Bud” Groset 
About 5 years old 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Baylor hospital, located in downtown Dallas, is 
surrounded by the Baylor College of Medicine, 
Baylor College of Dentistry, Baylor University 
School of Nursing and Baylor School of Pharmacy. 
 
This postcard is from the mid-1930s based on the 
automobiles on the street. 
 

1927 December 10 – Cone Factory Destroyed 
In a letter to her family in Norway, dated Dec 11, 1927, John’s wife Inga reports that there was a fire the 
previous night. 

    Fabrikken som Johan arbeider paa brente ned i går 
kveld. Det var en stor brand og intet ble reddet da det 
var ingen der i tide. Skaden er rundt 100.000.00 doler 
verdi. Det var assurert.   
Dem hadde arbeidet så hardt for å få alt i stand for å 
begynne for alvor med baking av «cones». Nå gikk de 
hele opp i røk.        Fabrikken skal settes i stand – det er 
en stenbygning så veggene står og dem tror det vil ta 2 
– 3 uker å sette bygningen i stand innvendig. 

    The factory that Johan works at burned down last 
night. There was a big fire and nothing was saved as 
there was no one there in time. The damage is around 
100,000.00 dollars value. It is insured.  
They had worked so hard to get everything ready to 
start baking "cones" in earnest. Now it all went up in 
smoke. The factory will be restored - it is a stone 
building so the walls stand and they think it will take 2-
3 weeks to restore the building inside. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Doug/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Telmer_Groset_1927.pdf
http://www.allacrosstexas.com/uncovered-texas-postcard-detail?image=BaylorHospital.jpg&city=Dallas
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The fire made front page headlines 

Source: The Dallas Morning News – Dallas, Texas – Sunday, December 11, 1927 
Image: https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01170706212237028051657904564  

 
 

 

 

    Four firemen injured and dam-age 

estimated at $100,000 was the result 

of a fire of undetermined origin 

which at 9 o’clock Saturday night 

gutted the pland of the Con-

solidated Wafer Company of Texas, 

2220 South Harwood street, South 

Dallas,  while  a  large  crowd looked 

on. 

    The injured firemen all of whom 

were treated by Dr. E. C. Fox of the 

Emergency Hospital were: 

    Captain H. V. Lehman, burns on 

his body from hot glass which fell 

inside his clothes by way of his collar 

when a window was shattered. 

    Fireman H. B. House, who 

stepped on a nail. 

    H. B. Durham, bruised when he 

fell from a ladder. 

    R. S. Williams, ankle bruised 

when struck by a heavy coupling 

when a hose burst. 

Fire Has Big Start. 

    The building, a two-story brick 

structure, is the property of A. A. 

Nolan.  Its value was estimated at 

$45,000.  The wafer company plant 

was valued at about $100,000 said 

L. D. Pape, manager. 

    The company manufactures ice 

cream cones.  Mr. Pape said a large 

stock of cones which were being 

accumulated to ship to early spring 

buyers were destroyed in the fire.  

The company will reopen 

immediately, however, Mr. Pape 

said. 

    The fire had gained great head-

way before being discovered and the 

fames were sweeping through the 

building and leaping high in the air 

when  firemen  arrived.      A  sec-

ond  alarm  was turned in by the 

first group  of  firemen  to  arrive 

and lines were laid from all ap-

proaches to the plant.   They beat 

the fire out in a few minutes after 

arriving 

. 

https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01170706212237028051657904564
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Big Crowd Gathers 

    The long tongues of flame which 

shot up from the building were 

visible from nearly all parts of 

Dallas and a large crowd quickly 

assembled to watch the blaze. 

    The crowds near the fire were 

orderly and policemen found little 

trouble in keeping them on the op-

posite sidewalks and  out  of  the 

way of firefighters.  Around the 

outskirts of the crowds, however, 

policemen found some motorists 

bent on driving across lines of fire 

host.  Many of them were halted by 

shouting policemen before they 

reached the lines and a few were 

presented with the familiar red tag. 

 

 

1928 – Worley’s Dallas City Directory 
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=5015179  

Image 512 of 1298 (Page 1019) 

 
 

Image 386, Page 767 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1826 Clarence is between Harwood Street on the northeast 

and Ervay Steet on the southwest. 

 

The approximate location is marked with the red circle on 

this aerial view of Dallas taken in October 1930. The area 

appears to be residential with larger 

commercial/manufacturing buildings just across the street. 

The diagonal line near the upper left-hand corner is the Gulf, 

Colorado, and Santa Fe Railroad.  

 

Click on map image to see expanded view. This segment is 

 

http://digitalcollections.smu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/dmp/id/163
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=5015179
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located in the lower left-hand side, just below feature #6. 
 
 

1929 – Worley’s Dallas City Directory 
 
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=5025824 

Image 506, Page 1041 

 
 

 
 

University of Texas Map Collection – Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps – Texas (1877-1922)  
Index: http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d.html 

 
Sanborn Map of Dallas 1922, Volume 4, Sheet 404 
1826 Clarence.    
 
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-
f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1922-406.jpg   
 
                                                                  Located → 
 
 
 
Map detail of 1826 
Clarence. The single 
story (1) wood frame 
(yellow) dwelling (D) 
had a front wrap-
around porch, as well as 
a back porch, and an 
“auto” garage structure 
facing the alley. The “x” 
indicates shingle roof. 

 

http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=2469&iid=5025824
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d.html
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1922-406.jpg
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1922-406.jpg
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Sanborn Map – Dallas 1921, Volume 1, Sheet 94 
2220 and 2224 Harwood 
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-
f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1921-94.jpg 
 
Note that it is likely that the two wood frame 
(yellow) buildings (indicated by “D” as 
dwellings) at 2220 and 2224 were likely used as 
company offices. Based on the description in 
Inga’s letter, it is likely that the cone 
manufacturing was done at 2216, annotated as 
“Ware Ho.” (Warehouse), “Conc. Flr 1st”. The 
pink color indicates a brick building. 
 
The 1922 map Vol 2, Sheet 402 shows a 
structure marked “Ice Cream Cone Factory”, 
just two blocks away at 2426 S. Harwood. This 
is the Atlantic Cone Manufacturing Co. (a 
competitor). 

 
 

 
 

  

http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1921-94.jpg
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1921-94.jpg
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1921-94.jpg
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/d-f/txu-sanborn-dallas-1922-402.jpg
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1929 – Relocation to Chicago 
John resigns his position with Consolidated Wafer Co., in Dallas Texas, and moves the family back to Chicago to 
start a new company with a newly designed machine. 

1929 October 25 – Black Friday 
The start of the Great Depression, the day after the largest sell-off of stock shares in U.S. history. This event is 
considered the beginning of the Great Depression which lasted into the mid-1930s. 

1930 April 3 – US Federal Census (nominal date April 1) 
Residence: 24 W 72nd Street, Chicago  

(single family; rented for $35/mo) 

http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=6224&iid=4584247_00467 

 

 
 

 

The residence was demolished to make way for the 
Dan Ryan Expressway. It would have been 
somewhere in what are now the southbound lanes. 
 
 
 

1930 June – Ideal Machine Company 
The new company, owned by John Groset and Chris Halset constructs new machines designed by John (Patent 
1,981,862, filed Jan 10, 1931, Published 11/27/1934) to bake ice cream cones. 
 
Source: Certified List of Domestic and Foreign Corporations for the Year 1930 as imaged in Google Books 

  

http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=6224&iid=4584247_00467
https://www.freepatentsonline.com/1981862.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=PjXrBMF9_J0C&lpg=PA797&ots=yh4vShpBb4&dq=ideal%20machine%20company%20%22chicago%22&pg=PA797#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/collections/maps/chigov/G4104-C6G4-1922-C5-sheet9/
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1930 – Residence 
Address: 24 West 72nd Street, Chicago 
Phone: TRIangle-4208 
Source: Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 1930 Chicago Telephone Directory 
Page 529 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/32699_236997-00276?lang=en-US   
Image: 277 of 1093 
 

  

 

 

 

 

1931 January – Start of Illinois Baking Company. 
in the building at 2230 S. Union Avenue in Chicago.  
Within a short period of time the five new machines are producing one 
million cones a day. 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/32699_236997-00276?lang=en-US
https://forgottenchicago.com/maps/38/north_bottom_lg.jpg
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 
Sanborn Map Company, Vol. 8, 1914 - June 1950 
Image 125 of Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 
https://tile.loc.gov/image-
services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd410m:g4104m:g4104cm:g01790195008:01790_08_1950-
0123/full/pct:25/0/default.jpg  
 
Showing outline of building on Union Avenue. 

 

https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd410m:g4104m:g4104cm:g01790195008:01790_08_1950-0123/full/pct:25/0/default.jpg
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd410m:g4104m:g4104cm:g01790195008:01790_08_1950-0123/full/pct:25/0/default.jpg
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd410m:g4104m:g4104cm:g01790195008:01790_08_1950-0123/full/pct:25/0/default.jpg
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1931 February 10 – Sale of Cone Confection Company 
The company, jointly owned by John Groset and Christ Halset was sold to Illinois Baking Corporation. 
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1934 – Patents 
Inage: https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-90100/compilation-of-published-
sources?itemId=76439308&action=showRecord#fullscreen 

 
 
Patent 1962144. MACHINE FOR MAKING WAFERS Filed April 28, 1932 

John P. Groset and Christ J. Halset, Chicago, Patented June 12, 1934 
 
Patent 1979259.  Machine for making ice-cream cones and the like 
Filed Dec 11, 1933. Granted Nov 6, 1934 
 
Patent 1981862  MACHINE FOR MAKING ICE CREAM CONES AND THE 
LIKE Filed Jan. 10, 1931 
John P. Groset and Christ J. Halset, Chicago, Ill. assignors to Ideal 
Machine Company, Chicago, Ill. 

 

https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-90100/compilation-of-published-sources?itemId=76439308&action=showRecord#fullscreen
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-90100/compilation-of-published-sources?itemId=76439308&action=showRecord#fullscreen
https://www.google.com/patents/US1962144?dq=1962144&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi3wfTVoKTMAhUBfSYKHRxPCNUQ6AEIHDAA
https://patents.google.com/patent/US1979259A/en?oq=US1979259
https://www.google.com/patents/US1981862?dq=1981862&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwic5ePIo6TMAhVD6CYKHX8jAp8Q6AEIHTAA


Johan Pedersen Grøseth 
August 29, 2023   Revision 1.10 54 

C1935 – Residence 
7201 S. Rhodes Avenue, Chicago 

 

This 20 ore stamp was 
issued in 1922 
 
J. Groset & Fru 
7201 S Rhodes 
Chicago Illi 
USA 
 
Tok fer 
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1936 – Ideal Machine Shop 

 
Esten  

1936 April 25 – Declaration of Intention 
Index: https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=NaraNatsIllinois&indiv=try&h=1922216   
Name: John Pedersen Groset 
Gender: Male 
Record Type: Declaration 
Birth Date: 29 Sep 1876 
Birth Place: Opdal, Norway 

Arrival Date: 15 Oct 1926 
Arrival Place: New York, New York 
Spouse: Inga Thomson 
Declaration Number: 116037 

Source Citation: National Archives at Chicago; Chicago, Illinois; ARC Title: Petitions for Naturalization, 1906 - 
1991; NAI Number: 6756404; Record Group Title: Records of District Courts of the United States, 1685-2009; 
Record Group Number: RG 21 
Source Information: Ancestry.com. Illinois, Federal Naturalization Records, 1856-1991 [database on-line]. Lehi, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2016. 
Original data: Naturalization Records. National Archives at Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 
Image: https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61196/007787863_01554?pid=451922216 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=NaraNatsIllinois&indiv=try&h=1922216
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=NaraNatsIllinois&indiv=try&h=1922216
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61196/007787863_01554?pid=451922216
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1939 October 6 – Inga’s Letter to Her Parents 
In this letter Inga writes, “…. John is busy at the factory as they expand the business. There was some profit this 
year. It was the first year since they started that there was some profit, if not big, at least it is good. When you 
realize that there are many businesses that have gone bankrupt in these lean years that the country has gone 
through. Hope it gets better next year.”   See the entire letter in Inga’s profile.  

http://www.groset.net/genealogy/Inger_Tobiasdatter_Hust%C3%B8ft_1885.pdf
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1939 November – New Residence 
Cards preserved in Inga 
Groset’s journal 
 
7130 S. Vernon Ave, Chicago, 
Illinois   
 
A single story brick house, 
with attic rooms, and a 
detached garage in back. No 
backyard, but the lot to the 
north was vacant and used 
as yard and garden. 
Part of the basement served 
as John’s workshop. 
Built c1918 
 
Cook County Assessor 
PIN: 20-27-200-040-0000 
 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/7130+S+Vernon+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60619/@41.7646109,-87.6141347,224m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e28cde892137f:0xb23faa8edcbbf9e!8m2!3d41.764744!4d-87.6143761?hl=en&authuser=0
http://www.cookcountyassessor.com/Property.aspx?mode=details&pin=20272000400000
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Aerial View of Chicago, Nov 11, 1938 
 

Aerial View of Chicago, 2018 

 
 
https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/webdocs/ilhap/co
unty/data/cook/flight15/0bwq09049.jpg  

 
 
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.7649369,-
87.6147399,438m/data=!3m1!1e3  

 
 

  

https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/webdocs/ilhap/county/data/cook/flight15/0bwq09049.jpg
https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/webdocs/ilhap/county/data/cook/flight15/0bwq09049.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.7649369,-87.6147399,438m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.7649369,-87.6147399,438m/data=!3m1!1e3
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1940 April 15 – US Federal Census 
Citation: United States Census, 1940 
Index: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KWY3-29Y  
Residence: 7130 S. Vernon Ave, Chicago, Illinois   (Neighborhood: Hyde Park; House constructed c 1917) 
 

Name:  John Groset 
Event Type:  Census 
Event Date:  1940 
Event Place: Ward 6, Chicago, Cook, Illinois 
Gender:  Male 
Age:  64 
Marital Status:  Married 
Race:  White 
Relationship to Head of Household: Head 
Birthplace:  Norway 
Birth Year (Estimated):  1876 
Last Place of Residence:  Same Place 

District:  103-400 
Family Number:  334 
Sheet Number and Letter:  16B 
Line Number:  67 
Affiliate Publication Number:  T627 
Affiliate Film Number:  933 
Digital Folder Number: 005459674 
Image Number:  00735 
 
Relation  Name  Gender Age Birthplace 
Head  John Groset M 64  Norway 
Wife Inga Groset F 53  Norway 
Dtr Agnes I Groset F 18  Illinois 
Son Telmer Groset M 12  Illinois 

Document: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1961-27851-50-95?cc=2000219&wc=MMYC-R1Y:968645266  

 

 

 

  
  

 
Red “X” on Chicago Street Map c 1930s 

 
Current map. 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KWY3-29Y
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1961-27851-50-95?cc=2000219&wc=MMYC-R1Y:968645266
https://forgottenchicago.com/maps/38/south_top_lg.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/7130+S+Vernon+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60619/@41.7608707,-87.6157279,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e28cde892137f:0xb23faa8edcbbf9e!8m2!3d41.764744!4d-87.6143761?hl=en&authuser=0
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1940 Dec 6 – Petition for Naturalization 
Image: https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61196/007787863_01554?pid=451922216 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/61196/007787863_01554?pid=451922216
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1941 March 7 – Naturalization 
Chicago, Illinois 

Naturalization Petitions for U.S. District & Circuit Courts, Northern District of Illinois and Immigration and 

Naturalization Service District 9. 

Document: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-20824-213501-2?cc=1838804  

 

 
Eyes: Grey; Hair: Grey; Height 5’ 7”; Weight 198 

Residence 7139 S. Vernon Ave, Chicago, IL  (resident for 37 years on DoD). 

 

Ancestry.com Index 

Document: https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-31879-2354-40?cc=2040533&wc=M9MW-

RDR:n1685832649  

 
 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-20824-213501-2?cc=1838804
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60724&h=171763&tid=41847957&pid=20266167895&usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp1925&_phstart=successSource
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-31879-2354-40?cc=2040533&wc=M9MW-RDR:n1685832649
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-31879-2354-40?cc=2040533&wc=M9MW-RDR:n1685832649
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1944 March 22 – Stories of The Day 
Source: Chicago Daily News – Chicago, Illinois – March 22, 1944 
Page 12, Column 6 
(but cut into three columns in this document to fit on a single page). 

 
 

 

 

  



Johan Pedersen Grøseth 
August 29, 2023   Revision 1.10 65 

1947 August 24 – A Hat with Cherries  
Notes: “Mrs. Groset” refers to Elvine. 
This article was published in many newspapers in June & July 1948. Chicago Sun, Aug 24, 1947 
The Glenn Miller Orchestra recorded the song “I Wanna Hat with Cherries” in 1939. 

 

https://www.genealogybank.com/doc/newspapers/image/v2:14CF7881E9584F83@GB3NEWS-16EA3BC3D4158BC1@2432422-16E7F4C9E9F41286@18-16E7F4C9E9F41286
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eieUKBH4az0
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1950 January 12 – Social Security Claim 
Filed for Social Security Benefits 
Ancestry.com Index 

Name: John Groset 
Birth Date: 29 Sep 1876 
Birth Place: Norway 
Claim Date: 12 Jan 1950 
SSN: 345-0523-03 

 
Source Information 

• Ancestry.com. U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015. 

• Original data: Social Security Applications and Claims, 1936-2007.  

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60901&h=4739885&tid=41847957&pid=20266167895&usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp1925&_phstart=successSource
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1950 April 1 – US Census 
The 1950 Census Enumeration District Map provides an interesting view of the area development 
ED 103-770 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-
map/62308?search=Chicago%2C+Cook%2C+Illinois%2C+USA&selection=-
87.61433374073997%2C41.76486959242962  
7130 S. Vernon Ave, Chicago, Illinois 

 
 
Source: 1950 United States Federal Census > Illinois > Cook > Chicago > 103-770 
Image: https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62308/images/43290879-Illinois-210256-0007  #7 of 44 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-map/62308?search=Chicago%2C+Cook%2C+Illinois%2C+USA&selection=-87.61433374073997%2C41.76486959242962
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-map/62308?search=Chicago%2C+Cook%2C+Illinois%2C+USA&selection=-87.61433374073997%2C41.76486959242962
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-map/62308?search=Chicago%2C+Cook%2C+Illinois%2C+USA&selection=-87.61433374073997%2C41.76486959242962
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62308/images/43290879-Illinois-210256-0007
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1954 September 21 – Postcard from Norway 
On the occasion of John’s 78th Birthday. 

Oppdal, Sep 20 
Dear John, 
Gratuler dig med 78 aardagen. 
 

Anna and Marie 
 

 

 
 

Oppdal, Sep 20 
Dear John, 
We congratulate you on your 
78th birthday.  
 

Anna [Pedersdatter Jatgvag 
née Grøset], 

and Marie [Braut Venken] 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Anna and Marie in 1955 

  



Johan Pedersen Grøseth 
August 29, 2023   Revision 1.10 71 

1957 July 17 – Death 
Age: 80.  
Place: Woodlawn Hospital, Chicago, IL 
Cause of Death: Arteriosclerotic Heart Disease. 

Certificate of Death 
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Obituary 

Source: Chicago Tribune – Chicago, Illinois – July 18, 1957, Part F, Page 9 
Image: https://www.newspapers.com/image/371054091 

 

 

 

 
Source: Chicago Tribune – Chicago, Illinois – July 19, 1957, Part F 
Image: https://www.newspapers.com/image/371054664  

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Chicago Daily News – Chicago, Illinois – July 18, 1957 
https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01170706212237028051615687339 

 
 
Page 10. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/371054091
https://www.newspapers.com/image/371054664
https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01170706212237028051615687339
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Burial 

 
 
John’s wife 
Inga was 
buried next 
to him on 
November 
22, 1976 

 

 
Oak Hill Cemetery 
11900 South Kedzie Ave, Chicago, IL 60803 
 

 
 
Grave Site Location 
indicated by point at bottom of 
red marker: 
 
 
 

 

 

  

http://chicagopc.info/Chicago%20postcards/Medical/Hospitals/woodlawn%20hospital.JPG
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=lat+41+43.9'/0%22N+Lon+87+42'/0%22+W&hl=en&ll=41.674285,-87.703657&spn=0.000392,0.000522&sll=33.121451,-117.325401&sspn=0.224854,0.267448&t=h&z=21
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July 23, 1957 – Editorial 
Citation: The North Adams Transcript – North Adams, Massachusetts 
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Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum  
502 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa 52101 • 563-382-9681 
A collection of artifacts related to John P. Groset, donated by his children, is curated at Vesterheim. 
https://nordic.luther.edu/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=802 
 

Scope and Contents: This collection contains nine items related to patented safety ice cream cone 
machine; photographs of ice cream cone machine; obituaries for John Groset; article about John Groset 
inventor of ice cream cone machine; court records related to litigation about ice cream cone machine; 
original patent for ice cream cone machine 1913; brochures for Illinois Baking Company; and 
blueprints/drawings for ice cream cone machine patent. 

 

 

 

 

 

1965 - The National Cyclopaedia of American 

Biography.  
John P. Groset’s biography is included in Volume 47. New York: James T. 
White & Co., 1965.  
Publisher:  J.T. White, 1965 
Original from: the University of Michigan 
Digitized: Sep 6, 2011   (but due to copyright is not available online). 
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_National_cyclopaedia_of_American_bio.html?id=lvIpAQAAMAAJ  
 

Web Sites that mention John P. Groset 
http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventions/icecreamcone.htm 
1,010,619 issued December 5, 1911 (filed November 1, 1910) for Ice Cream Cone Cooking Apparatus to John P. 
Groset 
1,079,697 issued November 25, 1913 (filed February 26, 1912) for Ice Cream Cone Cooking Machine to John P. 
Groset 
http://365daysofgelato.com/2011/07/03/the-history-of-the-ice-cream-cone/   

https://nordic.luther.edu/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=802
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_National_cyclopaedia_of_American_bio.html?id=lvIpAQAAMAAJ
http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventions/icecreamcone.htm
http://365daysofgelato.com/2011/07/03/the-history-of-the-ice-cream-cone/
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Appendix A 

How the Automatic Ice Cream Cone Machine Started. 
By the inventor, Johan Groset. 
…continued from page 7. 
 
We had another machine made in Ballard (about 5 

miles northwest of the Cone factory), so we had 

two going.  

 

But one day, a man from California, Mr. 

McLaren, came and wanted to buy the patent 

rights east of the Rocky Mountains. He gave us, 

after my meaning, a good price, and I sold. We 

had the West Coast left. He soon came back and 

wanted to buy the whole thing, and we sold.  

 

But that was a foolish deal. Later I found out 

that the real value was 100 times as much as we 

sold for, and McLaren sold the West Coast 

territory to a company in Portland for twenty 

times as much as he paid for it. 

 

But that was not the worst of it. He had an 

agreement in our contract which cost me several 

thousands of dollars and lots of grief. When we 

sold, I was working on a new improvement – a 

trimmer machine to take of the waste on the top 

of the cones. It was part of the deal, and it 

stated in the contract that McLaren should have 

all the improvements I made. Part of the 

purchase price was in cash, and the rest should 

be paid at certain future dates. And I agreed 

to go to Dayton, Ohio and finish the machines 

for him. 

 

He would let me know when he wanted me there. 

In the meantime it was time for the payment. We 

received a letter from him saying that he 

couldn’t pay because there was something 

against the patent. So I thought that it was hopeless to work for a man I might 

have to take to court.  

 
Then I started to think of a new machine, the new Cone 

machine. That took a lot of studying because it had to be 

altogether different from the first one. It should have 

more molds, take less space, use less gas and be more 

productive. In December 1913, I started to work on the 

prototype at ¼ scale. 

 

In March 1914 I applied for a new patent (Patent No 

1,122,913); I received it December 29. On July 1, 1915 I 

hired Peder Braut, rented a building and bought the 

necessary tools and started to work on the new machine. 

 

Three months later McLaren came from Ohio and wanted me to 

go with him to make another machine of my first patent. I 

told him I was working on a new machine and could not go. 

 

This advertisement ran in “The Ice Cream 
Review”, a monthly publication, from August 

1917 thru July 1918 

http://books.google.com/books?id=IUtPAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Furthermore I told him he could not expect me to go when he had tried to cheat me 

out of the money that he owed me. He said he was going to make it up to me, and 

wanted priority on my new machine. But he needed desperately a man to work on his 

machines in Ohio. He finally got Braut to go with him to Ohio, where he stayed for 

a couple of years before he went back to Norway. But now I needed a good machinist. 

 

Christ Halset, who just then finished a mechanic school started to work for me. He 

did most of the machine work, because I had too many other things to take care of. 

 

In the middle of the month, Mr. Goldberg who was representing Consolidated Wafer 

Company of Chicago and New York wanted to buy. It was not the first time I met him. 

In 1913 when he came to the West Coast he wanted to buy my first machine, but he 

was a couple of month too late. I had also met him later, and knew his firm well. I 

sold to him and had to go to New York and get the machine started. Christ got a job 

in Chicago with the same firm. 

 

I got to New York on Washington’s Birthday and stayed there for eight months. When 

I came back to Seattle, I thought of going to Canada because I had a contract for 

three machines there. But because of the war, I had to give it up. If you had a 

machine shop the government would take it for war production. 

 
But then I heard from McLaren again. 

He was suing me and Consolidated 

Wafer Co. for selling the new 

machine. He claimed it was only an 

improvement on the old one and I had 

no right to sell it. But the court 

stated that it was an altogether 

different machine, and no parts from 

the old one could be used on the new 

one. 

 

But McLaren didn’t give up and took 

the case to the Supreme Court. It 

cost him at least 100,000 dollars, 

so it would have paid him to buy the 

patent for half the price.  

 

In 1919 I had to go to Chicago and 

make some improvement on the machine 

I had sold Consolidated Wafer Co. In 

a short while the machine was 

producing twice as much from a 

barrel of flour and saved 50% gas. I 

worked there for 6 years but then I 

and my family went to Norway to 

stay. I bought some machines and started a shop close to Oppdal Train Station with 

the intent of making motor scooters. But I found the conditions very bad. I ordered 

machines from Trondheim for 10,000 kroner, but had to wait six months for delivery. 

I finally got them but they were the wrong kind, so I had to send them back.  After 

18 months I purchased our tickets back to America and got back to Chicago in 

October 1926. 

 

In the meantime Consolidated Wafers Co and McLaren joined to one company which had 

branches all over the USA and Canada. They had a factory in Dallas, Texas, a nice 

city with about 300,000 people.  

 

There was also my machine used, but needed some improvement. I was sent there, took 

my family along and stayed there for three years. 

 
. . . 

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=vSISAAAAYAAJ&dq=patent%20groset&pg=PA429#v=onepage&q&f=false
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But the owners of Consolidated and McLaren could not get along, and sold the whole 

thing to National Biscuit Co. for a couple of million dollars. Now came all new 

people in the administration. Halset quit and started to make a new machine for a 

new kind of cup cone. He had two other fellows with him. I came up from Texas on 

company business, and go to see Halset’s machine. It looked very good.  I bought 

one-quarter of the business and went back to Texas again.  

 

I soon got news that the new business was going very good. I quit my job in Dallas 

and went to Chicago again. But soon Halset discovered that our two other partners 

had tried to cheat us. We demanded our money back and got it. As long as we were 

partners in the business, its credit was good, but when we got out the other two 

lost their credit and also the business. And now those fellows are out of that kind 

of business for good. 

 

Halset and I had lots of offers from moneymen to make machines and go into business 

with them. But we were not too interested. Halset started in a machine shop and I 

got a job in a shipbuilding plant. One day I forgot my glasses at home and that was 

it. I quit.  

 

Then I started to think of a new cone machine again. I started to make drawings and 

patterns for castings. It was different from the other machines so that I could get 

a new patent (Patent 1,981,862). In June 1930 Halset and I started to work on it. 

We started a new company, Ideal Machine Company in a rented old shop. In September 

the machine was ready. Now Halset and I were partners in the best machine I ever 

made. 

 

Then we started a new company, Illinois Baking Company. We signed a 10 year lease 

on a building at 2230 S. Union Avenue in Chicago, and started manufacturing in 

January 1931. We now have five machines going and can make one million cones a day. 

 

In 1932 our old “boss”, Mr. Goldberg joined us. He understood the business and was 

able to find a market for all of our cones in spite of the competition from the big 

National Biscuit Co. But times are poor and we have to be satisfied to make a 

living, and hope for better times. 

 
Advertisement in Life Magazine, June 1, 1942  (above) (below) Yard Stick with Safe-T   Logo 

http://books.google.com/books?id=DlAEAAAAMBAJ&lpg=PA51&ots=-zlvhFbJp_&dq=%22illinois%20baking%20corporation%22&pg=PA51#v=onepage&q=%22illinois%20baking%20corporation%22&f=false
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Life Magazine, May 5, 1941. (Full page height, half page width) 

 

 

  

Apparently Consolidated Wafer Company had 
some legal/ethical problems long before they 
purchased John Groset’s cone machines.  
 

 

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=nUwEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA126&lpg=PA126&dq=%22illinois+baking+corporation%22&source=bl&ots=ZNpLALwPIj&sig=kYpKI2tE5P47Vx0BGpuDPpyHBw4&hl=en&sa=X&ei=eGv2UJuWJKe9iwKM6oHIBw&ved=0CG8Q6AEwCDgK#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=F60F16F83C5E12738DDDAB0994DF405B808DF1D3
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Appendix B – List of Patents 

1910 Nov 1 – Patent No. 1,010,619 – Granted December 5, 1911 
J. P. Groset 
Ice Cream Cone Cooking Apparatus 
Application Filed November 1, 1910 
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1010619.pdf  
 

 
 

 

 
http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWH
mUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false  
Complete patent document:  http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1010619.pdf  

 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1010619.pdf
http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1010619.pdf
http://books.google.com/books?id=k7IqAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA644&lpg=PA644&dq=%22washington+cone+manufacturing%22&source=bl&ots=c-JvTVAJCe&sig=4iiR4bHOn9pOrurVs5CGDxoOGtI&hl=en&sa=X&ei=q1XmUOaRFqqWjAKIr4DICg&sqi=2&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=%22washington%20cone%20manufacturing%22&f=false
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http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ
&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&e
i=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ
6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false 
 
 

 

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zFSQAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA76&dq=patent+groset+1910&hl=en&sa=X&ei=iWHmUKaAAoGUiQLt34D4Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
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1912 Feb 26 – Patent No. 1,079,597 – Granted Nov 25, 1913 
Filing date: Feb 26, 1912 
Issue date: Nov 25, 1913  
J. P. Groset 
Ice Cream Cone Cooking Machine 
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1079597.pdf 
 

 
See complete document at: 
http://www.google.com/patents?id=4yNDAAAAEBAJ&printsec=abstract&zoom=4#v=onepage&q&f=false 
 

 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1079597.pdf
http://www.google.com/patents?id=4yNDAAAAEBAJ&printsec=abstract&zoom=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
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1914 Mar 25 – Patent No. 1,122,913 – Granted Dec 29, 1914 
J. P. Groset.    Pastry Baking Machine.   Application filed March 25, 1914, Serial No. 827,146 
Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office, Volume 209, December, 1914. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=39WJ_x8elVMC&lpg=RA5-PR7&ots=EeDgoJqkgE&dq=john%20P%20groset&pg=PA1555#v=onepage&q&f=false  

Complete document at http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1122913.pdf  

  

  

http://books.google.com/books?id=39WJ_x8elVMC&lpg=RA5-PR7&ots=EeDgoJqkgE&dq=john%20P%20groset&pg=PA1555#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1122913.pdf
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“Ferris Wheel” 

Picture of Machine described in Patent No 1,122,913 
(left to right) Christ Halset, John Groset, unidentified person 
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1931 Jan 10 – Patent No. 1,981,862 – Granted Nov 27, 1934  
Machine for Making Ice Cream Cones and the Like 
John P. Groset and Christ J. Halset, Chicago Ill.,  
    assignors to Ideal Machine Company Ill., a corporation of Illinois 
Application January 10, 1931, Serial No. 507,800; Granted: November 27, 1934 
Complete document at http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1981862.pdf  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1981862.pdf
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1932 Apr 28 – Patent 1,962,144 - Granted Jun 12, 1934 
Machine for Making Wafers 
John P. Groset and Christ J. Halset, Chicago, Ill,  
assignors, by mesne assignments, to Ideal Machine Company, Chicago, Ill, a corporation of Illinois. 
Application April 28, 1932, Serial No. 607948. 
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1962144.pdf  

1933 Dec 11 – Patent 1,979,259 – Granted Nov 6, 1934 
Machine for Making Ice-Cream Cones and the Like 
John P. Groset and Christ J. Halset, Chicago, Ill, 
Assignors to Ideal Machine Company, Chicago, Ill., a corporation of Illinois 
Application December 11, 1933. Serial No. 701,926 
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1979259.pdf 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1962144.pdf
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/1979259.pdf
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Appendix C – Olav Annar Ingebrigtsen Drivstuen (1881-1937) 
Notes:  

• Owner of Washington Cone Manufacturing Co. 

• Drivstuen is about 14 miles south of Oppdal, along the Driva river. 

• John Groset’s great-great-great grandmother, Sigron Ingebretsdatter Rise (1709-1795) was born in 
Drivstuen, so there might/may be a blood connection. 

 

1881 August 1 – Birth 
Place: Drivstuen gard, Oppdal kommune, Sør-Trøndelag fylke, Norway 
Father: Ingebrigt S. Drivstuen (1849-?) 
Mother: Mari Olsdatter Hege (1849-?) 
Siblings:  

Ole I. Drivstuen (1876-?) 
Ingebrigt I. Drivstuen (1877-?) 
Olaf I. Drivstuen (1881-1937) 
Magrethe I. Drivstuen (1882-?) 

 

1881 August 28 – Baptism 
Place: Oppdal kirk 
Citation: Sør-Trøndelag > Oppdal > Oppdal >1881-1894 
Image: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60606/images/kb20060925070254?usePUB=true&usePUB
Js=true&pId=15618208  #4 of 187 

 

 
 

 

 
  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60606/images/kb20060925070254?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=15618208
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60606/images/kb20060925070254?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=15618208
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1900 – Norway Census 
[Ancestry.com Index] 
Name: Olaf I. Drivstuen 
Gender: mann (Male) 
Birth Date: 1881 
Birth Place: Oppdal herred 
Street Address: Drivstuen 0013 
Residence Year: 1900 
Residence Place: Oppdal, Sør-Trøndelag (Sor-
Trondelag), Norge (Norway) 
Census Place: Oppdal, Sør-Trøndelag, Norge 
Relation to Head: Søn (Son) 
Enumeration District: 005 
Farm Number: 60 
Residential Status: Bosat 
House Number: 1 
Line Number: 5 

Household Members Age Relationship 
Ingebrigt S. Drivstuen 51 Husfar (Head) 
Mari O. Drivstuen 51 hastru (Wife) 
Ole I. Drivstuen  24 Søn (Son) 
Ingebrigt I. Drivstuen 23 Søn (Son) 
Olaf I. Drivstuen 19 Søn (Son) 
Magrethe I. Drivstuen 18 Datter (Daughter) 
Mari A. Grønbak 25 Besøkende 
Kari K. Haarstad   Besøkende 
Anne P. Fokstuen 51 Tjenestetyende (Domestic) 
Jens O. Rise  55 Arbeider (Worker) 
Ingebrigt O. Hoel 32 Arbeider (Worker) 
Guri Aune  85 Logerende hørende til 
Familien (Lodger) 

Image:  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/525743:60604  

1904 October 11 – Marriage to Marie 
[Ancestry.com Index]  
Age: 23 
Spouse: Marie Olsdatter “Mary” Ørstad (1889-1951); age: 21 

1883 Jun 25 – Birth; Place: Oppdal 
1951 Dec 11- Death; Place: Snohomish County, Washington, USA 

Place: Trondheim, Norway 

Children with Marie 

• Ivar Otto Drivstuen (1905 - ?) 

o 1905 Jan 26 – Birth; Place: St. Paul, MN 
o 1930 Aug  8 – Marriage; Age: 25 Spouse: Bergie Almli, age: 18; Place: Arlington, WA 

[Ancestry.com Image] 
o ? - Death  

• Milton Stanley Drivstuen (1913 - ?) 

o 1913 Feb 27 – Birth; Place: Seattle, WA 
o 1913 Aug 20 – Baptism; Place: Immanuel Lutheran Church, Seattle  [Ancestry.com Image] 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/525743:60604
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/525743:60604
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/104241548:60606
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200205989:2378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154291430:60722
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o ? - Death 

 

1904 October 28 – Immigration to USA 
Departure: Liverpool England 
Last Residence: Oppdal 
Vessel: SS Baltic 

1910 – Seattle Directory 
Citation: Washington > Seattle > 1910 > Seattle, Washington, City Directory, 1910 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13361438   #270 of 1131 
https://www.ancestry.com/sharing/29579223?h=548563  

 

 
 

1910 April 19 – US Census 
[Ancestry.com Index] [Ancestry.com Image]  
Age: 28 
Occupation: Ice cream cone factory (owner) 
Residence: 3663 Carr Place, Seattle (Ward 9),  

1913 – Seattle Directory 
Residence: 6057 3d av NW, Seattle 
Citation: Washington > Seattle > 1913 > Seattle, Washington, City Directory, 1913    Image 311 of 980 
Source: 1913 Seattle Buyers Guide, Published by R. L. Polk & Co., Inc.; Page 625 
Image:  

 

1931 Nov 30 – Naturalization 
Age:  
Residence: Route 1, Monroe, Shonomish, Washington 
Occupation: Farmer 
Image: https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62301/images/62301_b1117738-
00057?usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp10379&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=56969  #58 of 294 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13361438
https://www.ancestry.com/sharing/29579223?h=548563
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29830515:7884
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/4454836_00381?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=29830515
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62301/images/62301_b1117738-00057?usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp10379&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=56969
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62301/images/62301_b1117738-00057?usePUB=true&_phsrc=dzp10379&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=56969
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1930 – US Census 

1937 October 28 – Death 
Age: 56 
Place: Monroe, Snohomish County, Washington, USA 
 
Burial: Zion Lutheran Cemetery - Stanwood, Snohomish County, Washington, USA 
FindAGrave Memorial ID: 110477773  
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/110477773/olaf-annar_ingebrigtsen-drivstuen
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Olaf Annar Drivstuen and his wife Marie Drivstuen left Norway on Oct. 12, 1904. 
Olaf Annar was the son of Ingebrigt S. Drivstuen, b.1849 and Mari O. Drivstuen, b.1849. 
(Contributor: Torkel(48106268) - 19Aug2020)  
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Appendix D – Max Goldberg 
Max Goldberg had a few other things going on… 
The address for Consolidated Wafer was 2622 Shields Ave,  

 

Mon, Jun 17, 1918, pg 22 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355261957 
 

 

Thu, Jul 15, 1920, pg 20 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354907648  

 

This may-or-may-not be the same Max Goldberg… 
Sun, Jan 1, 1922, Part 6, Page 6 “News of Chicago 
Society” 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355207479  

 

Mon, Nov 12, 1923, pg 32 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/364634726  

 

Thu, Dec13, 1923, pg 34 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/364636609 
 

 

Fri, Nov 20, 1925, pg 30 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354997269  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/355261957
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354907648
https://www.newspapers.com/image/355207479
https://www.newspapers.com/image/364634726
https://www.newspapers.com/image/364636609
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354997269
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Sun, May 23, 1926, pg 2 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354949344 
 

 

Appendix E – The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography.  
John P. Groset’s biography is included in Volume 47. New York: James T. White & Co., 1965.  
Publisher James T. White & Co., 1965 
Original from the University of Michigan 
Digitized Sep 6, 2011   (but due to copyright is not available online). 
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_National_cyclopaedia_of_American_bio.html?id=lvIpAQAAMAAJ  
 
This is a transcription from a handwritten copy of the text… 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/354949344
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_National_cyclopaedia_of_American_bio.html?id=lvIpAQAAMAAJ
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Groset, John Pedersen, Manufacturer, was born in Oppdal, 

Norway, Sept 29, 1876, son of Peder Ronning and Andrea (Oien) 

Groset. His father was a farmer. After attending public schools in his 

native country, John P. Groset came to the United States in 1905 and 

went to work as a blacksmith in a lumber camp near Seattle, 

Washington. He continued to work in lumber camps in Washington 

until 1911. Meanwhile, he worked in his spare time on a model for 

an automatic ice-cream cone machine and received a patent on his 

first model (U.S. Pat No. 1010619) in 1911. In that year he founded 

the Washington Cone Manufacturing Company, Seattle, for 

production of his inventions.  

 

In 1919 he was employed by the Consolidated Wafer Co. (later part 

of the National Biscuit Co.) which used his patent for the 

manufacture of ice-cream cones. He worked in Chicago, Ill, as Chief 

Mechanic for the company until 1926, when he became 

superintendent of its plant in Dallas, Texas, continuing there until 

1929. In 1914 he had received a patent on a second ice-cream cone 

machine (No 1,122,913) a Ferris-wheel type, which made 160,000 

cones a day, and he sold this patent to Consolidated. In 1930 he 

received a patent on the third such machine, a continuous chain type, 

and in the following year he founded the Ideal Machine Co, Chicago 

to manufacture these machines for the Illinois Baking Co, Chicago, 

of which he was vice-president. Groset served as president of Ideal 

Machinery until his retirement in 1951.  

 

His religious affiliation was with the Lutheran Church. He became a 

United States citizen in 1940, and politically he was a Republican. 

 

Skiing, hunting, and fishing were his chief recreations. He was 

married in Chicago, August 30, 1919 to Inga Tobiasdatter, daughter 

of Tobias Hustoft of Oppdal, Norway, a farmer, and had two 

children, Agnes Ida, who married Dolph S. Becker, and Telmer 

Peder.  

 

John P. Groset died in Chicago, Ill, July 17, 1957. 
 

Appendix F – Documents 

John’s Confirmation 
Line #19 
Kildeinformasjon: Sør-Trøndelag fylke, Oppdal, Ministerialbok nr. 678A10 (1881-1894), Konfirmerte 1892, side 214.  

Permanent sidelenke:  http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read?idx_kildeid=5722&idx_id=5722&uid=ny&idx_side=-166  

Permanent bildelenke: http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20060925070414.jpg  

http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read?idx_kildeid=5722&idx_id=5722&uid=ny&idx_side=-166
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20060925070414.jpg
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fødestad                (see "fødested") 

fødested                birthplace 

 

bopæl                   (see "bopel") (archaic) 

bopel                   residence, domicile 

 

Birthplace shown as Furu Sundalen 

Residence might be “Gorset" 
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Appendix G – Business. 

Washington Cone 

1909 – no listing  

for Washington Cone in the Seattle Directory. See Washington > Seattle > 1909 > Seattle, Washington, City 

Directory, 1909   Image 107.  Since directories were typically compiled/updated in the 

1910 – Directory 

Location: 225 Westlake av N. 

Source: U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 > Washington > Seattle > 1910 > Seattle, Washington, City Directory, 

1910 

Image: https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13362019   #851 of 1131 

 
 

1911 December 1 – Dissolution of Partnership 

Page 5, column 2 

Image: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025811/1911-12-01/ed-1/seq-5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1914 June 25 – New Factory Location 

Address: 205 Summit Av. N. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/15031209
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/15031209
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/13362019
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025811/1911-12-01/ed-1/seq-5
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The Seattle Star, June 25, 1914, Page 8, Column 2. 

Image: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1914-06-25/ed-1/seq-8 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Lawsuit over patents 
http://books.google.com/books?id=vSISAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA430&dq=patent+groset&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Y2jmUNfcD
sj6igLGo4CoAw&sqi=2&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=patent%20groset&f=false 
Also 
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ci04AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=john+P+groset&source=bl&ots=

7nzDjs7MLS&sig=2PQ2rktV77HaYskbtvMpvNFq-

SY&hl=en&sa=X&ei=sHH7UMSNOOmdiAL6wYGgDw&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=john%20P%20

groset&f=false 

 

Consolidated Wafer  

Dayton, Ohio 

 

Chicago, Illinois 

Want-ads first appear in early 1914 – and the only thing they “want” to sell is the trimmings and scrap “…from 
biscuits and crackers” 

  
 
1914 May 6 – Chicago Daily News, page 25 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1914-06-25/ed-1/seq-8
http://books.google.com/books?id=vSISAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA430&dq=patent+groset&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Y2jmUNfcDsj6igLGo4CoAw&sqi=2&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=patent%20groset&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=vSISAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA430&dq=patent+groset&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Y2jmUNfcDsj6igLGo4CoAw&sqi=2&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=patent%20groset&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ci04AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=john+P+groset&source=bl&ots=7nzDjs7MLS&sig=2PQ2rktV77HaYskbtvMpvNFq-SY&hl=en&sa=X&ei=sHH7UMSNOOmdiAL6wYGgDw&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=john%20P%20groset&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ci04AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=john+P+groset&source=bl&ots=7nzDjs7MLS&sig=2PQ2rktV77HaYskbtvMpvNFq-SY&hl=en&sa=X&ei=sHH7UMSNOOmdiAL6wYGgDw&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=john%20P%20groset&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ci04AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=john+P+groset&source=bl&ots=7nzDjs7MLS&sig=2PQ2rktV77HaYskbtvMpvNFq-SY&hl=en&sa=X&ei=sHH7UMSNOOmdiAL6wYGgDw&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=john%20P%20groset&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ci04AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=john+P+groset&source=bl&ots=7nzDjs7MLS&sig=2PQ2rktV77HaYskbtvMpvNFq-SY&hl=en&sa=X&ei=sHH7UMSNOOmdiAL6wYGgDw&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ6AEwCQ#v=onepage&q=john%20P%20groset&f=false
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1914 July 2 – Chicago Daily News, page 18 
This is a single column advertisement  

 
1916 Mar 26 – Chicago Daily News, page 19 

 
 
1916 Jun 14 – Chicago Daily News, page 26 

 
 
1917 Mar 29 – Chicago Daily News, page 25 

 
 
1918 Jun 3 – Chicago Daily News, page 21 

 
 
1918 Sep 5 – Chicago Daily News, page 21 

 
 
1918 Oct 19 – Chicago Daily News, page 1 
The United States is now fully involved in the “Great War” in Europe. 
This is the last day of the subscriptions to the fourth round of Liberty Bonds. Five billion dollars has been raised. 
Businesses are doing their part too, including Consolidated Wafer Co, as documented on page 4… 
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And although the war makes the front page (and many subsequent pages too), the Spanish Influenza is an 
ongoing concern. 

 

  
 
 
 
1918 Oct 19 – Chicago Daily News, page 4 
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1919 May 3 – Chicago Daily News, Page 13 
This advertisement spans 5 columns,  
and about 2/3 of the page height 

 

1919 May 7 – Chicago Daily News, Page 8 
Three columns wide. 
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1919 May 13 – Chicago Daily News, Page 5 
 

 

1919 May 17 – Chicago Daily News, Page 9 
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1919 May 29 – Chicago Daily News, Page 13 

 

 
1919 June 4 – Chicago Daily News, Page 34 
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1919 June 7 – Chicago Daily News, page 13 
 

 

1919 June 14 – Chicago Daily News, page 14 
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1919 May 20 – Chicago Daily News, page 22 
 

 

1919 May 27 – Chicago Daily News, Page 9 
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1923 June 19 – Chicago Daily News – Page 4 

 

1923 June 22 – The Chicago Daily News – Page 21 

 
 
1925 September 16 – Daily Register-Gazette – Rockford, Illinois – Page 3 
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Dallas, Texas 

Corporate info from https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_tx/0003603700  

CONSOLIDATED WAFER COMPANY OF TEXAS 

Company Number: 0003603700 

Status: Voluntarily Dissolved 

Incorporation Date: 26 February 1921 (over 101 years ago) 

Dissolution Date: 17 May 1932 

Company Type: Domestic For-Profit Corporation 

Jurisdiction: Texas (US) 

Alternative Names 

CONSOLIDATED WAFER COMPANY OF TEXAS (trading name, 1921-02-26 - 1932-05-17) 

 
Search 
https://www.genealogybank.com/explore/newspapers/all/usa/texas/dallas?fname=&lname=&fullname=&kwin
c=%22consolidated%20wafer%22&kwexc=&sort=old&rgfromDate=1920&rgtoDate=1935&formDate=&formDat
eFlex=exact&dateType=range&processingtime=&addedFrom=&addedTo=&page=1  
 
Help Wanted – Dallas Morning News – Sunday, Dec 19, 1920 

 
 
Help Wanted – Dallas Morning News – Monday, Dec 27, 1920 

 
 
And many similar throughout the months for various positions… 

 
 
Friday, April 18, 1924 

 
 
The Manufacture of Ice Major Industry – Dallas Morning News – Sunday, Jun 15, 1924, Page 11 
This article is about ice, used for commercial refrigeration and the decrease in household consumption due to 
electric refrigerators, also the manufacture of ice cream, and ice cream cones. 

https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_tx/0003603700
https://www.genealogybank.com/explore/newspapers/all/usa/texas/dallas?fname=&lname=&fullname=&kwinc=%22consolidated%20wafer%22&kwexc=&sort=old&rgfromDate=1920&rgtoDate=1935&formDate=&formDateFlex=exact&dateType=range&processingtime=&addedFrom=&addedTo=&page=1
https://www.genealogybank.com/explore/newspapers/all/usa/texas/dallas?fname=&lname=&fullname=&kwinc=%22consolidated%20wafer%22&kwexc=&sort=old&rgfromDate=1920&rgtoDate=1935&formDate=&formDateFlex=exact&dateType=range&processingtime=&addedFrom=&addedTo=&page=1
https://www.genealogybank.com/explore/newspapers/all/usa/texas/dallas?fname=&lname=&fullname=&kwinc=%22consolidated%20wafer%22&kwexc=&sort=old&rgfromDate=1920&rgtoDate=1935&formDate=&formDateFlex=exact&dateType=range&processingtime=&addedFrom=&addedTo=&page=1
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Want-ads – Dallas Morning News – Friday, Oct 22, 1926 

 
 
1926 November – John relocates to Dallas, Texas (with family) to work for Consolidated Wafer Co. 
 
Apparently Consolidated Wafer owned an Ice cream stand (location unknown) that they were trying to remove 
from there business model. At first it was “for rent”, then “rent free … we take a per cent of the profits” 
 
Want-ads – Misc. Business Opportunities – Dallas Morning News – Monday, Apr 18, 1927 

 
 
Want-ads – Misc. Business Opportunities – Dallas Morning News – Saturday, May 7, 1927 

 

1927 December 10 – Fire guts Consolidated Wafer’s manufacturing site. 
 
Editorial Section - Dallas Morning News – Sunday, Jan 1, 1928 
The fire at Consolidated Wafer’s factory makes the list of “Important Events in Dallas During 1927 
Chronologically Related”. 
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…  

 
 
Want-ads – Trades – Dallas Morning News – Wednesday, Feb 15, 1928 

 
 
 
1929 – John resigns from Consolidated Wafer Co. and moves his family back to Chicago 
 
Want-ads – Misc For Sale – Dallas Morning News – April 11, 1931 
This is the last mention of Consolidated Wafer in this newspaper 

 
 
  
1932 May 17 – Consolidate Wafer Co of Texas dissolved.  
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Cremo Cake Cones 
Well preserved cones and container, likely manufactured c1925. 
 

Email from Tobias Hustoft – July 12, 2022 11:34 PM (PDT) 

VS: Iskremkjeks 
Hei! 
De nye eierne av Kvernhusløkka overtok eiendommen 
med innbo og har funnet en  boks med iskremkjeks. 
Kjeksen er merket CREMO CAKE og er vel produsert 
med en CREMO-maskin. 
 
De nye eierne er sivilingeniør Dagfinn Østerlie (70) og 
lege Karen-Sofie Mjelva (69) 
 
 Med vennlig hilsen 
Tobias 

RE: Ice Cream Cones 
Hi! 
The new owners of Kvernhusløkka took over the 
property with contents and have found a box of ice 
cream biscuits. The biscuit is marked CREMO CAKE and 
is well produced with a CREMO machine. 
 
The new owners are civil engineer Dagfinn Østerlie 
(70) and doctor Karen-Sofie Mjelva (69) 
 
With best regards 
Tobias 

Fra: Karen-Sofie Mjelva     ka-so.mje@hotmail.com 
Sendt: mandag 27. juni 2022 kl. 15.36 
Til: to-husto@online.no 
Emne: Iskremkjeks 
 
Hei! 
Måtte bare sende deg et bilde av dette. Iskremkjeks 
bakt  med maskin din onkel oppfant? Medbrakt til 
Norge i 1925? 
 
Tre stykker ligger i hylsteret og lå nedi en kiste i 
kjellerstuen. 
 
Mvh 
Karen-Sofie 

From: Karen-Sofie Mjelva 
Sent: Monday 27 June 2022 at 15.36 
To: to-husto@online.no 
Topic: Ice cream biscuits 
 
Hey! 
Just had to send you a picture of this. Ice cream 
biscuits baked with machine your uncle invented? 
Brought to Norway in 1925? 
 
Three pieces are in the container and lay in a chest in 
the basement. 
 
Regards 
Karen-Sofie 
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Below is an image of a cardboard panel (likely from a shipping box) for sale at e-bay on July 12, 2022. 
https://www.ebay.com/itm/184302162619  

 

  

https://www.ebay.com/itm/184302162619
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Appendix H - The Ice Cream Trade Journal 

 

Volume V, No. 12 – December, 1909 
This is the state of the “industry” in 1909, about the time John becomes interested in building a cone machine. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=0TJPAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA11-PA11#v=onepage&q=cone&f=false 
Page 11 and Page 35 
An article on page 64 announces that “Taylor & Turnbull … will next month be able to deliver their automatic 
cone making machines”.  

 

 

  

https://books.google.com/books?id=0TJPAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA11-PA11#v=onepage&q=cone&f=false
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Volume XIV, No. 3 – March, 1918 
This issue has ads by several competitors, but none for Consolidated Wafer’s Cremo Cake Cones. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=oA83AQAAMAAJ&pg=RA2-PA66#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 

  

https://books.google.com/books?id=oA83AQAAMAAJ&pg=RA2-PA66#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Volume XV, No. 6 – June 1919 
Page 16, Half page advertisement for Cremo Cake Cones, made by Consolidated Wafer Company in Chicago, 
with ad for McLaren’s cones immediately below. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-
PA13&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA5-PA16#v=onepage&q&f=false  

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA5-PA16#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA5-PA16#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Volume XV, No. 9 – September, 1919 
https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-
PA13&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA8-PA15#v=onepage&q=cremo%20cake&f=false 
Page 15.  

  

https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA8-PA15#v=onepage&q=cremo%20cake&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=lflDAQAAMAAJ&lpg=RA7-PA13&dq=cremo%20cake%20ice%20cream&pg=RA8-PA15#v=onepage&q=cremo%20cake&f=false
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Volume XVII, No. 7 - July, 1921 
https://books.google.com/books?id=6glAAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0
#v=onepage&q&f=false 
July, 1921 
 
McLaren Products 

  
 
Page 72 

  

https://books.google.com/books?id=6glAAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=6glAAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false


Johan Pedersen Grøseth 
August 29, 2023   Revision 1.10 123 

Maps 

 

Myrset farm, north of Oppdal 
http://webhotel2.gisline.no/GISLINEWebInnsyn_Oppdal/Map.aspx?srs=EPSG:32632&x=6945729,82&y=541556,67&scale=5000&mapTheme=ortofoto&ma

rk=place:1634:Myrset:Bruk (gardsbruk):Bruk (gardsbruk):Myrset  
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Groset farm in Oppdal. 
Northeast of present day Oppdal. 
http://webhotel2.gisline.no/GISLINEWebInnsyn_Oppdal/Map.aspx?srs=EPSG:32632&x=6942386,4&y=536943,84&scale=20000&mark=Point;place:1634:G

røset:Eng:Eng:Grøset 

 

 
 

A more current map plotting all the subdivisions 

 

http://webhotel2.gisline.no/GISLINEWebInnsyn_Oppdal/Map.aspx?srs=EPSG:32632&x=6942386,4&y=536943,84&scale=20000&mark=Point;place:1634:Grøset:Eng:Eng:Grøset
http://webhotel2.gisline.no/GISLINEWebInnsyn_Oppdal/Map.aspx?srs=EPSG:32632&x=6942386,4&y=536943,84&scale=20000&mark=Point;place:1634:Grøset:Eng:Eng:Grøset
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Orkdal. 
Mother, Anne, died in Famren, Orkdal. Near Orkdal Kirke, 
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Railroad Map of Washington, 1910 

 
http://www.sos.wa.gov/history/map_viewer.aspx?m=31 

The Northern Pacific Railroad ran from Seattle through Bothell. 

No evidence whether John used this as transportation, but since it was the fastest and most available mode at 

the time, it is likely. 

  

http://www.sos.wa.gov/history/map_viewer.aspx?m=31


Johan Pedersen Grøseth 
August 29, 2023   Revision 1.10 127 

Historic Photos 
 

 
http://www.digitaltfortalt.no/show_single.aspx?art_id=118462#  
 

Caption on this 1880 drawing 
Norwegian English translation 
Fjella ved inngangen til Sunndalen som Schøning 
beskriver, Hovsnebbo til venstre og Kalkjin til høyre. 
 
 

The mountains at the entrance to Sunndalen that 
Schøning describes, Hovsnebbo to the left and Kalkjin 
right. 

 

http://www.digitaltfortalt.no/show_single.aspx?art_id=118462
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View of Sunndalsøra from the fjord. 
Hov church where John Groset was baptized in 1876 would be somewhere in back of the buildings visible here 
 

 

Some day, this book may be available online. This book is available online as of mid-2022. 

Reise Som Gjennem en Deel af Norge i de Aar 1773, 1774 og 1775 

It may contain some drawings of Sunndalsøra and Sundalen (although from 100 years before John’s birth, it may 

mention or show the Hov church at that time). 

See https://archive.org/details/8LAROQ733NOR 

There are 290 images/pages, but no picture of Sundalen. 

However, it has a map of Trondheim in 1773 on image 19. 

And a map of the Trondheim Fjord on image 35. Orkedal is in lower left corner  

 

  

https://archive.org/details/8LAROQ733NOR
http://www.nordmore.museum.no/bildevis.asp?BildeId=852&Vis=stor
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W.D. Graves Grocery was located at 235 Westlake – Southwest corner of Thomas & Westlake. 
This is a picture of the intersection of Westlake and Thomas with the W.D. Graves Grocery Store in 1902. 
Washington Ice Cream Cone was located at 225 Westlake, several buildings to the south (left in this picture).  
The storefront and upper story look similar to the 225 Westlake building. 

 
http://sherrlock.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/2-graves-gro-wstlk-thomas1-web1.jpg 

The story is here pauldorpat.com/2012/06/02/seattle-now-then/ 

 
http://pauldorpat.com/2012/06/02/seattle-now-then/  

http://sherrlock.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/2-graves-gro-wstlk-thomas1-web1.jpg
file:///D:/Documents/Doug/Geneology/Groset/pauldorpat.com/2012/06/02/seattle-now-then/
http://pauldorpat.com/2012/06/02/seattle-now-then/
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Seattle Now & Then: Westlake and Thomas, published June 2, 2012 

 
Above picture taken April 22, 1906 (by Seattle Times photographer).  
Note that the second building past the grocery is not same as that pictured for the one at 325 Westlake, 
occupied by Washington Cone Co in 1910, so it must have been rebuilt during those four years.  
THEN: In January of 1902 the City Council decided to connect this oldest part of Westlake between Lake Union 
and Denny Way with the central business district by extending it directly through and upsetting the city grid as 
far south as 4th and Pike. A Seattle Times clipping from the time and describing this decision is printed below. 
(Courtesy Ron Edge)  
 

 
NOW (2011): An early arm of the Denny Regrade reached this corner of Thomas Street and Westlake in 1911 
when north of Denny Way 9th Avenue was lowered to nearly conform to the grade of Westlake. The change can 
easily be detected by comparing the grades of Thomas west of Westlake (to the right) between this week’s “now 
and then.” (Included below is a feature on the 9th Ave. Regrade of 1911.) 

https://pauldorpat.com/2012/06/02/seattle-now-then/
https://i2.wp.com/pauldorpat.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/westlake-at-thomas-1902-then1.jpg
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Now and Then: Cascade Grocery 

 
 

  

https://i1.wp.com/pauldorpat.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/2-graves-grocery-thomas-westlake-clip-web1.jpg
https://sherrlock.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/2-graves-grocery-thomas-westlake-clip-web1.jpg
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7/14/2022 Add photos and info for Cremo Cone. 
Add excerpt about fire from Inga’s December 1927 letter, and newspaper 
article about the event.  
Add newspaper snippets for Consolidated wafer in Dallas 

1.8 04/22/2022 Add 1950 US Census 

1.7A 01/30/2021 Revise date and text on 1918 picnic photo.  

1.7 01/30/2021 Add excerpt about John’s business from Inga’s 1939 letter to her parents 
in Norway. 

1.6 05/09/2019 Added postcard (from 1919, 1922, 1923, 1924) and photo from 1924, 
saved by Inga, scanned by grandson Philip Becker. 
Added first residence in Dallas. 

1.5 10/29/2018 Added 1921 Sanborn Map of Dallas to show location of Groset residence 
and workplace in 1927-1928. 

1.4 6/10/2018 Add 1918 Picnic photograph at page 21. 
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